
 
 

 
Welcome to May’s newsletter! 
 
May’s edition of African Butterfly News is being circulated a bit earlier than usual, as I will be away 
from 25 April to 15 May. If anyone has any photographs or trip reports from late April, please send 
them to me (jchdobson@gmail.com) and they will be included in July’s newsletter. 
 
While butterfly numbers do seem a little better than last year (refer to BUTTERFLY INDEX), it’s 
been another tough season with no sightings whatsoever of two of our Critically Endangered 
species, the Waterberg Copper (Erikssonia edgei) and Brenton Blue (Orachrysops niobe). I have a 
sense that our night-flying lepidoptera are faring even worse, possibly a result of light pollution, in 
addition to the other damaging influences. 
 
On a more positive note, there have been some good records from KwaZulu-Natal in recent 
months, such as the Deceptive Diadem (Hypolimnas deceptor deceptor) and Bicoloured Paradise 
Skipper (Abantis bicolor) from Krantzkloof, Millar’s Buff (Deloneura millari millari) from Fawn Leas 
and Zulu Buff (Teriomima zuluana) from Manguzi. In addition, a new locality for Atlantic Yellow 
Skolly (Thestor dicksoni malagas) was found at Jacob’s Bay (refer to REGIONAL ROUNDUP). 

 
Caterpillar Rearing Group meeting and workshop 
 
The Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) and LepSoc Africa held a 
workshop at Krantzkloof Nature Reserve on Saturday 6 April. 
Hermann Staude has undertaken a series of talks around South 
Africa, to promote the CRG and to inform the public about what 
has been achieved and what it hopes to accomplish in future.  
 
Thanks to Hermann’s efforts and the various CRG contributors, 
the number of documented southern African butterfly 
(lepidoptera) life histories has doubled since the inception of the 
CRG. In other words, the CRG has achieved in six years the 
sum total of what was recorded in the previous 150 years! 
Before we get too excited however, the percentage of southern 
African butterflies with known larval stages now stands at about 13%... 
 
  

MAY 2019 EDITION: 
 
ABN 2019 - 3 
(MARCH AND APRIL 
2019) 
 
THE LEPIDOPTERISTS’ 
SOCIETY OF AFRICA 

AFRICAN 
BUTTERFLY 

NEWS 

LATEST NEWS 

Kevin Cockburn, LepSoc Africa’s KZN 
Chairman, addresses the group before 

Hemann’s presentation. 



1 
 

Nonetheless, with the data now available, the CRG has made some ground breaking 
observations. For example, the Geometridae are one of the largest and most diverse families of 
lepidoptera; they have a worldwide distribution and occur in all vegetation biomes. Hermann’s 
team have made the extraordinary finding that not one species of Geometridae have larvae that 
feed on grass. 
 
After the CRG talk, Hermann outlined the status of the Callioratis, especially the Critically 
Endangered Miller’s Tiger (Callioratis millari), which was originally described, in the early 1900’s 
from the Kloof / Gilletts area. The meeting – with a donation from the Kloof Conservancy – raised 
an amount of R2 500 for conservation of Miller’s Tiger. 
 
Thanks to Hermann for his amazing work with the CRG and to Steve Woodhall for arranging the 
meeting and for mobilizing a good attendance of over 30 delegates. 

 
National Biodiversity Assessment (NBA) Photographic Competition 
 
Thanks to everyone who submitted photos for the NBA photo competition! I received a total of 
nearly one hundred entries, submitted by 11 photographers. To recap, as part of the NBA 
synthesis report – of which SALCA was a component – SANBI requested LepSoc Africa to choose 
a picture of a butterfly, to be displayed on the front cover of the NBA report. The brief from SANBI 
(Tilla Raimondo) was that this should be a spectacular endemic South African species, preferably 
threatened. The deadline for collecting images for the NBA was 31 March this year.  
 

The winning entry - by Reinier Terblanche - is an 
unusual and colourful photo of the Waterberg Copper 
(Erikssonia edgei), taken at Bateleur, Limpopo on 13 
May 2013. 
 
Erikssonia edgei proved to be a popular choice with 
many of you and four of the top ten photos were of 
this species. 
 
The judging criteria heavily favoured species 
classified as Critically Endangered and only one 
image featuring an Endangered taxa made the top 
ten. 
 
This is no reflection on the quality of the photos; some 
of the best images (and highest-scoring in terms of 
photographic merit), didn’t feature due to the overall 
conservation-concern rating factor.  
 
  

Erikssonia edgei 
Bateleur Nature Reserve, Limpopo 

Reinier Terblanche 
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I’ve attached a selection of entries below, showcasing the diversity and quality of the submissions.  
 

 

 

 
 

   

Iolaus (Epamera) nasisii  
Bernadine Altenroxel 

Aloeides rossouwi  
Andre Coetzer 

 

Alaena margaritacea 
Andre Coetzer 

Kedestes niveostriga schloszi 
Andrew Morton 

Chrysoritis rileyi 
Steve Woodhall 

Alaena margaritacea 
Elmé Brand 

Erikssonia edgei  
Andre Coetzer 

Orachrysops ariadne 
Steve Woodhall 

Aloeides nubilus 
Steve Woodhall 

Chrysoritis oreas 
Simon Joubert 

Acraea (Acraea) satis  
Raimund Schutte 

Chrysoritis dicksoni 
Fanie Rautenbach 

Chrysoritis orientalis  
Simon Joubert 
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Fourth Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop 
 
Following the successful Workshop in Madagascar in April last year, planning is underway for the 
next expedition, which will be held in Gabon in November 2020. 
 
A First Notification and Registration Form has been circulated:  
 

First Notification 
  

Registration Form 
 
I suggest you don’t sit on this for too long - more than 60% of the available places have been 
taken already. 
 
I also wouldn’t look at the estimated costing too closely at this stage. The relatively high costs 
reflect the degree of uncertainty regarding accommodation, transport, foreign exchange 
fluctuations, subsidies, research permits and “facilitation”; this is not a commercial undertaking – 
once costs have been finalized, individual packages will be adjusted accordingly. 
 
Costs will have been finalized and research permits acquired before deposits are called for in July 
next year. 

 
Chinese Luehdorfia (Chris Dobson) 
 
Chris found several Luehdorfia chinensis at Boa Hau, Nanjing, 
China on 25 March.  
 
This is a rare endemic Chinese species. According to Chris, they 
glide around in stream beds and don’t hilltop; this is one of the 
first butterflies to emerge in the Nanjing area. 
 
The Luehdorfia genus has three other representatives worldwide 
– their range extends from south east Russia to Japan. 
 
 

Limpopo Branch for LepSoc Africa 

LSA are pleased to announce the formation of a Limpopo branch; Vaughan Jessnitz will be the 
branch chairman and will also be the COREL custodian for butterflies of conservation concern 
within the province. 

We wish Vaughan every success with this new venture! 

vme.research@gmail.com  

Luehdorfia chinensis 
Boa Hau, Nanjing 

Chris Dobson 
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Hummingbird Hawks (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

The Hummingbird Hawks are butterflies (lepidoptera) of the Sphingidae family; they belong to the 
Macroglossum genus and have a worldwide distribution of about 120 species. 
They feed when flying, have long clubbed antennae and superficially resemble a Hummingbird. 
The wings move at an incredible speed and are almost invisible to the naked eye; only at camera 
shutter-speeds quicker than about 1 000th of a second do you detect any of the wing-pattern. 
 

The species most commonly encountered in South Africa, the African Hummingbird Hawk 
(Macroglossum trochilus), was first described by Jacob Hübner in 1823. It is common in most 
habitats throughout southern and eastern Africa and in the Comoro Islands. 
 
Adults are frequently seen at flowers in full sunshine.  
 

 
 

LepSoc Africa Transcribing Project  
 

Between us, the members of LepSoc Africa hold a considerable amount of original letters, notes 
and other memorabilia, related to African lepidoptera and African lepidopterists. 
 
At the suggestion of Silvia Kirkman, I’d like to initiate a formal scanning and archiving project, to 
preserve these unique documents. We hope to scan and, using specialized software, transcribe 
handwritten notes into editable text. The work will be fully cross-referenced and, once complete, 

should become a very interesting and valuable resource. There may be a publishing opportunity in 
future. 
 
I appeal for a volunteer to assist with this undertaking: assume at this stage that there will be no 
salary, although full recognition will be awarded and all costs will be borne by LSA. Although not 
essential, it would probably assist if applicants are reasonably familiar with the scientific names of 

South African butterflies. 
 
 

  

Macroglossum species 
Libreville, Gabon 
Jeremy Dobson 

Macroglossum bombylans 
Nanjing, China 
Jeremy Dobson 

Macroglossum trochilus 
Hennops River, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 
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Butterflies in the Desert (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
Raimund Schutte and I paid a brief visit to Namibia in mid-April. 
We stayed in Swakopmund, where we met up with Katharina Reddig and her mother, Elke Erb. 
Katharina and Elke are both very observant nature-enthusiasts with a passion for the Namib and 
its unique plants and animals. They showed us the spot near Trekkopje where they had found the 
Namib Acraea (Acraea (Acraea) hypoleuca). At the site we saw several adults and found a few 
caterpillars on the numerous Adenia pechuelii plants that occur at the locality. The bright red male 
butterflies are an unforgettable sight, flying around Euphorbias in the arid desert landscape. 

We managed to get our hired car stuck in the sand (a front-wheel drive Toyota Corolla is a fine 
piece of self-burrowing equipment in my experience) and were indebted to Martin Weigand for 
towing us out. Martin is, as far as I’m aware, the first person to photograph adult A. hypoleuca in 
the wild. 

The following day we visited Spitzkoppe where Katharina had previously found the Namibian Fig-
tree Blue (Myrina silenus suzannae), but didn’t see much, apart from Namib Arab Tip (Colotis 
calais williami).  

Despite some localized rainfall in late March / early April, Namibia is experiencing its worst drought 
in more than 100 years. Fortunately Adenia pechuelii and Acraea hypoleuca are tough and 
seasoned campaigners... 

  

Acraea (Acraea) hypoleuca 
(Female) 

Trekkopje, Namibia 
 

Acraea (Acraea) hypoleuca 
(Male) 

Trekkopje, Namibia 
 

Acraea (Acraea) hypoleuca 
(Larvae) 

Trekkopje, Namibia 
 

Adenia pechuelii  
Trekkopje, Namibia 

 

Katharina Reddig (right) and her mother 
Elke Erb 

 

Martin Weigand to the rescue… 
Raimund Schutte joins me on the Avis 

blacklist 
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Springtime in China (Chris Dobson) 
 
Every year in April, the open spaces in the Nanjing area are transformed from winter woodland 
into a spring flower-show.  
 
There are several species of butterfly that emerge at this time, often for only a couple of weeks. 
Chris Dobson has included a few photos below: 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Araschnia doris 
Boa Hau, Nanjing 

Chris Dobson 

Graphium alebion 
Boa Hau, Nanjing 

Chris Dobson 

Boa Hau, Nanjing in early April 
Chris Dobson 

Anthocharis scolymus 
Xianlin, Nanjing 
Chris Dobson 

Sericinus montela 
Xianlin, Nanjing 
Chris Dobson 

Erynnis montana  
Purple Mountain, Nanjing 

Chris Dobson 

Lycaena phlaeas 
Xianlin, Nanjing 
Chris Dobson 

Sericinus montela  
Xianlin, Nanjing 
Chris Dobson 

Anthocharis bambusarum  
Bao Hua, Nanjing 

Chris Dobson 



7 
 

Butterfly Hunt in Lesotho, Free State, Northern Cape and Eastern 
Cape – 4 to 13 March 2019 (Mark Liptrot) 
 
 

   

 

ABOVE SENQU RIVER, LESOTHO CALEDON NR, NEAR WEPENER, FS 

GARINGBOOM, NEAR BETHULIE, FS STORM APPROACHING COLESBERG, N. CAPE 

AFTERMATH OF THE STORM IMPERANI MOUNTAIN, FICKSBURG, FS 

HANGKLIP FARM, NR. COLESBERG, N. CAPE BRAESIDE FARM, NR. TARKASTAD, E. CAPE 
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TRIP SUMMARY 
 
A. Places visited for butterfly photography on this trip: 

1. Mount Currie NR, near Kokstad, KZN  
2. Bethel (BBCDC project) Lesotho                                                                       
3. Mphaki High School, south of Mount Moorosi, 

Lesotho 
4. Caledon NR, near Wepener, Free State  
5. Nellport Dam, near Wepener, Free State  
6. Mynhardt NR, near Bethulie, Free State  
7. Garingboom Guest Farm, near Springfontein, 

Free State  
8. Gariep Dam, near Bethulie, Free State  
9. Hangklip Farm, near Colesberg, Northern Cape  
10. Braeside Country Cottage, nr Tarkastad, Eastern Cape  
11. Maseru/Leribe area (3 schools), Lesotho  
12. Imperani Mountain, Ficksburg, Free State  

 
B. Number of species recorded: 60 
C. Number of ADU records: 171 
D. Number of new records previously not recorded from the 
relevant locus: 84 
E. Number of new species previously not recorded from 
Lesotho: 2 (Mozambique Bar and Pale Hairtail) 
F. Number of Personal Lifers: 14 
 
Editor’s note: Mozambique Bar (Cigaritis mozambica) and Pale Hairtail 
(Anthene livida livida) have in fact been recorded from Lesotho (Swanepoel, 
1953), although no records appear to have been captured by LepiMAP. 

 
The areas visited showed great potential for the discovery 
of new species at the various loci, as shown by the above 
summary. The sites were also good for more common 
butterflies, such as the Painted lady and African migrant.  
Some pictures and species lists are included below.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

Robertson’s Brown  
(Stygionympha robertsoni) 

Hangklip Farm, Colesberg, Northern Cape 

Burnished Opal  
(Chrysoritis chrysaor)  

Caledon Nature Reserve, Free State 

Robertson’s Brown  
(Stygionympha robertsoni) 

Hangklip Farm, Colesberg, Northern Cape 
 

African Clouded Yellow  
(Colias electo electo) 

 

Mountain Pride  
(Aeropetes tulbaghia) 
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Mozambique Bar 
(Cigaritis mozambica) 
Senqu River, Lesotho 

Pondoland Widow 
(Dira oxylus) 

Braeside Country Cottage, Tarkastad, 
Eastern Cape 

Large Widow 
(Torynesis magna) 

Braeside Country Cottage, nr. Tarkastad, 
Eastern Cape 

Koppie Giant Cupid 
(Lepidochrysops ortygia) 

Imperani Mountain, Ficksburg, Free State 

Brown Giant Cupid 
(Lepidochrysops ketsi ketsi) 

Garingboom Guest Farm, nr. Springfontein, 
Free State 

Eastern Sorrel Copper 
(Lycaena clarki) 

Garingboom Guest Farm, nr Springfontein, 
Free State 

Eastern Cape Autumn Widow 
(Dira clytus eurina) 

Braeside Country Cottage, nr. Tarkastad, E. 
Cape 

Koppie Giant Cupid 
(Lepidochrysops ortygia) 

Imperani Mountain, Ficksburg, Free State 
 

Patrician Giant Cupid  
(Lepidochrysops patricia) 

Nellpoort Dam, nr Caledon NR, Free State 
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Karoo Hillside Brown 
(Stygionympha irrorata) 

Garingboom Guest Farm, nr. 
Springfontein, Free State 

Hillside Russet 
(Aloeides henningi) 

Imperani Mountain, Ficksburg, Free State 

Drakensberg Grassveld Sylph (Metisella 
malgacha orina) 

Leribe District, Lesotho) 

Free State Giant Cupid 
(Lepidochrysops letsea) 

Garingboom Guest Farm, nr Springfontein, 
Free State 

Dwarf Blue 
(Oraidium barberae) 

Imperani Mountain, Ficksburg, Free State 

Pale Russet  
(Aloeides damarensis damarensis) Caledon 

NR, nr Wepener, Free State 

Twin-spot Giant Cupid 
(Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia) 

Leribe district, Lesotho 

Dwarf Sandman 
(Spialia nanus) 

Garingboom Guest Farm, nr Springfontein, 
Free State 

African Clouded Yellow 
(Colias electo electo) 

Caledon NR, nr Wepener, Free State 
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Mount Currie Nature Reserve,  
nr Kokstad, KZN Locus 3029AD 
 
Dodger species (Afrogegenes sp.) 
Small Marbled Elf  (Eretis umbra umbra) 
Geranium Bronze (Cacyreus marshalli) 
Rainforest Brown  (Cassionympha cassius) 
Pirate (Catacroptera cloanthe cloanthe) 
African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene) 
African Blue Pansy (Junonia orithya madagascariensis) 
Southern White-netted Brown (Pseudonympha varii) 

 
Bethel Bridge area, 
Lesotho Locus 3028AA 
 
Common Sandman (Spialia ferax) 
Mafa Sandman (Spialia mafa mafa) 
Hillside Russet (Aloeides henningi) 
Lesotho Russet (Aloeides rileyi) 
Mozambique Bar  (Cigaritis mozambica) 
Long-tailed Blue (Lampides boeticus) 
Ketsi Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops ketsi ketsi) 
Koppie Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops ortygia) 
Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) 
Sooty Blue (Zizeeria knysna knysna) 
African Tiger (Danaus chrysippus orientis) 
Diadem (Hypolimnas misippus) 
African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene) 
African Blue Pansy (Junonia orithya madagascariensis) 
Pioneer (Belenois aurota) 
African Migrant (Catopsilia florella) 
African Clouded Yellow (Colias electo electo) 
Meadow White (Pontia helice helice) 

 
Caledon Nature Reserve / Nellpoort Dam, 
nr Wepener, Free State Locus 2926DD 
 
Dark Dodger (Gegenes pumilio gambica) 
Sandman species. (Spialia sp.) 
Mafa Sandman (Spialia mafa mafa) 
Rayed Blue (Actizera lucida) 
Pale Russet (Aloeides damarensis damarensis) 
Hillside Russet (Aloeides henningi) 
Velvet-spotted Blue (Azanus ubaldus) 
Midas Opal (Chrysoritis midas) 
Tailed Meadow Blue (Cupidopsis jobates jobates) 
Pink Cupreous Blue (Eicochrysops messapus 
mahallakoaena) 
Long-tailed Blue (Lampides boeticus) 
Patrician Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops patricia) 
Cape Black-eye (Leptomyrina lara) 
Eastern Sorrel Copper (Lycaena clarki) 
Hintza Pie (Zintha hintza hintza) 
Sooty Blue (Zizeeria knysna knysna) 
African Tiger (Danaus chrysippus orientis) 
African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene) 
Pioneer (Belenois aurota) 
African Migrant (Catopsilia florella) 
African Clouded Yellow (Colias electo electo) 
Sooty Blue (Zizeeria knysna knysna) 
 
Broad Striped Hawk (Rhodafra opheltes) 

 
Mynhardt NR, nr Bethulie,  
Free State Locus 3025BD  
 
Karoo Moth (Loxostege frustalis) 
 
Common Sandman (Spialia ferax) 
Pale Russet (Aloeides damarensis damarensis) 
Burnished Opal (Chrysoritis chrysaor) 
Long-tailed Blue (Lampides boeticus) 
Patrician Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops patricia) 
Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) 
Sooty Blue (Zizeeria knysna knysna) 
African Tiger (Danaus chrysippus orientis) 
Citrus Swallowtail (Papilio (Princeps) demodocus 
demodocus) 
Meadow White (Pontia helice helice) 
Lemon Tip (Teracolus subfasciatus) 

 
Garingboom Guest Farm, nr 
Springfontein, Free State Locus 3025BD  
 
Crimson-speckled Flunkey (Utetheisa pulchella) 
Geometrician (Grammodes stolida) 
 
Dwarf Sandman (Spialia nanus) 
Burnished Opal (Chrysoritis chrysaor) 
Pink Cupreous Blue (Eicochrysops messapus 
mahallakoaena) 
Ketsi Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops ketsi ketsi) 
Free State Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops letsea) 
Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) 
Eastern Sorrel Copper (Lycaena clarki) 
Sooty Blue (Zizeeria knysna knysna)  
African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene) 
African Tiger (Danaus chrysippus orientis) 
Karoo Hillside Brown (Stygionympha irrorata) 
Desert African Three-ring (Ypthima asterope hereroica) 
Pioneer (Belenois aurota) 
Broad-bordered Grass Yellow (Eurema (Eurema) brigitta 
brigitta) 
Meadow White (Pontia helice helice) 

 
Gariep Dam, nr Bethulie, Free State Locus 
3025DB 
 
Grass Jewel (Chilades trochylus) 
Dotted Blue (Tarucus sybaris sybaris) 
Sooty Blue (Zizeeria knysna knysna)  
Wandering Donkey Acraea (Acraea (Acraea) neobule 
neobule)  
Spotted Joker (Byblia ilithyia)  
Diadem (Hypolimnas misippus) 
African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene) 
Pioneer (Belenois aurota) 
Meadow White (Pontia helice helice) 
Lemon Tip (Teracolus subfasciatus) 
 
Pioneer (Belenois aurota) 
African Migrant (Catopsilia florella) 
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Hangklip Farm, nr Colesberg,  
Northern Cape Locus 3025CD 
 
Orange Porphyry (Loxostege venustalis) 
Geometrician (Grammodes stolida) 
 
Grass Jewel (Chilades trochylus) 
Hintza Pierrot (Zintha hintza hintza) 
Sooty Blue (Zizeeria knysna knysna) 
African Tiger (Danaus chrysippus orientis) 
African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene) 
Karoo Hillside Brown (Stygionympha irrorata) 
Koppie Hillside Brown (Stygionympha robertsoni) 
Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui) 
Pioneer (Belenois aurota) 
African Migrant (Catopsilia florella) 

 

Braeside Hunting Lodge, nr Tarkastad 
Eastern Cape Locus 3226AB 
 
Marbled Russet (Aloeides depicta) 
Velvet-spotted Blue (Azanus ubaldus) 
Geranium Bronze (Cacyreus marshalli)  
Pink Cupreous Blue (Eicochrysops messapus 
mahallakoaena) 
Long-tailed Blue (Lampides boeticus) 
Cape Black-eye (Leptomyrina lara) 
Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) 
Sooty Blue (Zizeeria knysna knysna)  
Garden Acraea (Acraea (Acraea) horta) 
African Tiger (Danaus chrysippus orientis)  
Eastern Cape Autumn Widow (Dira clytus eurina) 
Pondoland Autumn Widow (Dira oxylus) 
African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene) 
Large Widow (Torynesis magna)  
Pioneer (Belenois aurota) 
Meadow White (Pontia helice helice) 

 

 
Leribe District, Lesotho Locus 2927BC 
 
Vestal (Rhodometra sacraria) 
 
Drakensberg Grassveld Sylph (Metisella malgacha orina) 
Pale Hairtail (Anthene livida livida) 
Twin-spot Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia) 
Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) 
Sooty Blue (Zizeeria knysna knysna) 
African Tiger (Danaus chrysippus orientis) 
African Blue Pansy (Junonia orithya madagascariensis) 
African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene) 
Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui) 
Pioneer (Belenois aurota) 
Meadow White (Pontia helice helice) 

 
Imperani Mountain, Ficksburg 
Free State Locus 2827DD 
 
Pretoria Red-lines (Cyana pretoriae) 
 
Hillside Russet (Aloeides henningi) 
Thorn-tree Spotted Blue (Azanus moriqua) 
Koppie Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops ortygia) 
Cape Black-eye (Leptomyrina lara) 
Dwarf Blue (Oraidium barberae) 
Garden Acraea (Acraea (Acraea) horta) 
Mountain Pride (Mountain Pride) 
African Tiger (Danaus chrysippus orientis) 
African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene) 
African Blue Pansy (Junonia orithya madagascariensis) 
Eastern Hillside Brown (Stygionympha scotina scotina) 
Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui) 
Pioneer (Belenois aurota) 
Meadow White (Pontia helice helice) 

 
 

 

 

  

Pale Hairtail  
(Anthene livida livida) 

Leribe District, Lesotho 
 

Burnished Opal  
(Chrysoritis chrysaor) 

Garingboom Guest Farm, nr 
Springfontein, Free State 
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Borneo - Last chance to see (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
My wife, Colleen, and I visited Borneo in March, where we met up with my son Christopher and his 
fiancé, Charlise. We were accompanied by Raimund Schutte, who wanted to see some of the 
amazing butterflies, birds, mammals and plants found in this country. 
 
Kota Kinabalu  
The island of Borneo is shared by three countries. The northeast portion, Sabah, belongs to 
Malaysia and was the state that we visited. West of Sabah is Sarawak, also a part of Malaysia and 
to the south lies Kalimantan, part of Indonesia. Brunei is a small independent country on the north 
west coast, within the footprint of Sarawak. 
 

Sabah, Sarawak and Kalimantan have had their forests 
decimated in recent years, due to exponential human population 
growth and the expansion of palm-oil plantations. Sabah, in 
contrast with Kalimantan, is making some attempt to conserve 
its biodiversity, although it appears to be experiencing the same 
insect-apocalypse being recorded in many other parts of the 
world. Like South Africa, excessively hot, dry weather prior to the 
rains and a late rainy season have become the norm and it 
seems likely that this is at least part of the problem. 
We had a taste of the paucity of insects (and birds) at Kota 
Kinabalu, which was the first place we stayed at. 
 

Mount Kinabalu and Poring Hot Springs 
No trip to Borneo would be complete without attempting the hike 
up Mt Kinabalu, at 4 095m the highest point on the island and in 
the region.  
This is a fairly strenuous two-day expedition, but we all got to the 
summit and back without too many problems. We spotted a couple 
of Clouded Yellows (Colias species) in the fynbos-like vegetation 
above 3 000m, but otherwise saw very few butterflies. 
 
Before the hike, we visited Poring Hot Springs, which proved to 
be a highlight of our visit. 
While numbers were drastically down (this according to a guide 
in the butterfly-garden section of the park), we saw some of the 
best butterflies that we encountered on our trip, such as the famous Rajah Brook’s Birdwing 
(Trogonoptera brookiana) and the magnificent Malay Birdwing (Troides amphyrsus). 
 

 
 

Trogonoptera brookiana 
Poring Hot Springs, Sabah 

Papilio memnon 
Poring Hot Springs, Sabah 

Troides amphyrsus  
Poring Hot Springs, Sabah 

LepSoc Africa conquers Mt Kinabalu 
Jeremy Dobson, Chris Dobson and 

Raimund Schutte at the summit 
 

Mt Kinabalu 
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Sandakan 
We spent a few days at Sukau Rainforest Lodge, set in a tract of rainforest on the Kinabatangan 
River in the northeast of the country. While we didn’t find too many butterflies, we saw several 
iconic Bornean animals, such as the Orangutan (Pongo pygmaeus) and Proboscis Monkey 
(Nasalis larvatus). Having an Orangutang sitting in a tree next to your chalet while a Birdwing flies 
past and a Rice-paper butterfly (Idea stolli) flutters around in the forest is as good as it gets... 
 

 
 
Gaya Island 
We concluded our holiday in Borneo with a stay at Gaya Island Resort, a 
luxurious hotel on Gaya Island. While this is an idyllic spot, with a 
rainforest backdrop, coral reefs and snorkelling, we were, once again, 
disappointed by the scarcity of butterflies and birds. 
 
We did see the amazing flying squirrel though. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Singapore 
We visited Singapore – briefly – on the way home. This is an 
extraordinary city, with magnificent modern buildings, but it also contains 
great open spaces and parks. We visited the Singapore Botanical 
Gardens; unfortunately it was raining so we didn’t see any butterflies, but 
the gardens are superb. 

If you are interested in Asian butterflies, I can recommend Butterflies of 
Singapore by Khew Sin Khoon, which contains some of the best live 
butterfly photos that I’ve seen. 

Butterflies of Malaysia by Laurence Kirton is another excellent little field 
guide. 

   

Pig-tailed Macaque  
Sukua Rainforest Lodge, Sabah 

Orangutan  
Sukua Rainforest Lodge, Sabah 

Proboscis Monkey  
Sukua Rainforest Lodge, Sabah 



15 
 

Birdwings 
Borneo has seven species of Birdwing (Ornithoptera), in two genera, Troides and Trogonoptera. 
We encountered three of these species (below): 
 
 

 

Birds  
Borneo has numerous fabulous birds, but unfortunately - presumably a result of the crash in insect 
numbers - we didn’t see too many of them.  
I switched from a 110mm macro lens to a 180mm lens a couple of years ago. Apart from the fact 
that this makes photographing butterflies a lot easier, the 180mm Macro isn’t a bad general 
purpose lens for birds and other animals.  
 

 
 
 
Plants 
Borneo contains great botanical diversity, with many endemic species, 
including the largest flowering plant in the world, Rafflesia arnoldii. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Troides aeacus 
Sukua Rainforest Lodge, Sabah 

Trogonoptera brookiana 
Poring Hot Springs, Sabah 

Troides amphyrsus 
Poring Hot Springs, Sabah 

The world’s largest flowering plant 
Rafflesia arnoldii 

Poring Hot Springs, Sabah 

One of the world’s smallest orchids  
Sandakan, Sabah 

Pitcher Plant 
Mt Kinabalu, Sabah 
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To conclude, I had a great time in Borneo and wouldn’t hesitate to recommend Sukau Rainforest 
Lodge or Gaya Island Resort as holiday destinations to anyone (although, unlike many other Asian 
countries such as Thailand and Vietnam, Borneo isn’t cheap).  
 
It is possible that in a few years normal rainfall patterns will return, strict conservation measures 
will be implemented and Borneo will revert back to the rich, biodiverse paradise that it once was. I 
wouldn’t bet on it though.  
 

 
 

  

Chilades pandava  
Sandakan, Sabah 

Drupadia theda  
Sandakan, Sabah 

Papilio demoleus  
Sandakan, Sabah 

Parthenos sylvia  
Sukau Lodge, Sabah 

Polyura hebe  
Sandakan, Sabah 

Papilio nephelus  
Poring Hot Springs, Sabah 

Idea stolli  
Sukau Lodge, Sabah 

Ragadia makuta 
Poring Hot Springs, Sabah 

Cheritra freja 
Poring Hot Springs, Sabah 
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Acraea mansya (Jeff Ollerton) 
 
Jeff Ollerton gave me permission to use the following article, which was posted on Facebook 
 
Earlier this year my colleague at the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, David Goyder, tweeted a link to 
a new book about the biodiversity of Angola. David is an authority on Apocynaceae, the family of 
plants on which I’ve also worked for many years, and has been working in Angola in recent years 
on a large biodiversity project.  So I was interested to see what was in the chapter he had co-
authored called The flora of Angola: Collectors, Richness and Endemism.  I was immediately 
struck by one of the images showing an unnamed butterfly feeding on the flower of a species of 
Apocynaceae (Raphionacme michelii). 
 
I made a note to myself to talk to David about 
adding the record to our Pollinators of 
Apocynaceae Database. But before I had a 
chance to do that, another apocynologist 
colleague, Ulrich Meve in Bayreuth, forwarded 
the chapter with a similar idea in mind. 
We emailed David about the image and he sent 
us originals, but confessed he didn’t know what 
the insect was.  So I uploaded it to an African 
Lepidoptera forum on Facebook.  At which point 
a wave of excitement broke, because after some 
discussion as to whether it might be a new 
species, it turned out that the most likely 
candidate was an exceptionally rare butterfly 
called Acraea mansya in the family Nymphalidae. 
 
According to Dominique Bernaud, an authority on the group, this species is hardly known beyond 
a few collections and he has never seen a photograph of a living specimen; the known distribution 
of the species does not include Angola, and indeed it is not listed in the chapter on butterflies in 
the Angola biodiversity book.  So this is a new country record and (we think) the first images of 
living insects: so a double first for a beautiful species. 
 
An unanswered question, of course, is whether the butterfly is a pollinator of this species of 
plants.  Raphionacme belongs to a subfamily of Apocynaceae that have hardly been studied from 
the perspective of pollination ecology, so we simply don’t know.  Hopefully someone in the future 
will visit this remote region of Africa and find out! 
 
Thanks to David for sending the images (a complete set of which is below), the National 
Geographic Okavango Wilderness Project, and the Wild Bird Trust, Parktown, South Africa. 
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CRG Workshop in Somerset West (Silvia Kirkman) 
 
On 16 March, the Western Cape branch of LepSoc had a brief meeting followed by the Caterpillar 
Rearing Group (CRG) presentation. Despite Eskom's load-shedding occurring at exactly the same 
time as our get-together, we managed to go ahead quite well on our laptops. Chairman Andrew 
Morton gave an update on LepSoc activities in the branch; Jonathan Colville gave an update on 
the BED project; Silvia Mecenero gave a summary of the SALCA outcomes; and Len McLeod 
gave a presentation on rearing certain butterflies.  

 
This was followed by a progress presentation on the CRG 
project by Hermann Staude - great progress is being made and 
the data are being used to look into fascinating hypotheses. The 
value of repeat rearings was also stressed! It was a great 
afternoon with LepSoc members (surprise visits by Steve 
Woodhall who happened to be down here and Graham Henning 
who has relocated close by), some members of the Helderberg 
Ecorangers and a few members of the public. 
 

 
 

Gardening for Butterflies (Jan Praet) 
 
Jan presented a talk to a meeting of Friends of Sandspruit on Saturday 13 April. The Society had 
arranged a “Gardening for Wildlife” symposium at the Ski Boat Club, Ernest Ulman Park; Jan 
talked about attracting butterflies to your garden. 

 
 

 
 
Montessori Eco School  
 
Jan Praet and I met Heather Kreusch, who manages the 
Chartwell House Montessori Eco School. Heather has plans to 
create a butterfly garden and to promote an interest in butterflies 
among her pupils. 
 
Hopefully this will be the start of a long association with LepSoc 
Africa. 
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VILLAGE ON SEA – BUTTERFLY SURVEY (Dave Edge) 
 
Date: 28 March 2019 
Observers: D A Edge & J M Edge 
Weather: Mild, gentle breeze, clear sky 
Commenced: 10.30 Completed 14.00 

 
ROUTE FOLLOWED 
 
From entrance to hiking trail at Num Num Street southwards down to the St Blaize Trail. Then 
eastwards along the trail to the eastern boundary fence. Continued until crossing the kloof and then 
went up the western side of the kloof until reached the road at the top. Returned along this road, 
crossing towards the boundary fence, and down to the St Blaize Trail again and back the way we 
came. 
 
VEGETATION 
 
Refer to report and map (Jeffreys, 1997). Sampled all three vegetation types (refer to Table 1). 
Distinct butterfly communities were found in the fynbos areas and the thicket areas. 
 
The vegetation is generally in very good condition and recovering well after the fire. The majority of 
the fynbos areas are fairly free of alien plants, with small numbers of Rooikrans being seen.  The 
fringes of the thicket areas and some of the limestone fynbos is more heavily infested, although a 
team of workers was observed pulling out the aliens. 
 
COMMENTS ON BUTTERFLIES OBSERVED 
 
All of the 14 butterflies observed (see Table 1 below) are fairly common and widespread in the 
Mossel Bay area. The population of Chrysoritis thysbe thysbe was particularly impressive, occurring 
throughout the fynbos areas. This abundance can be attributed to the dominance in many areas of 
their host plant Osteospermum monilifera. Mossel Bay is the most easterly occurrence of C. thysbe 
thysbe. 
 
The two Spialia species (both “skippers”) were in distinctly different areas – spio down on the rocky 
areas along the St Blaize Trail where they were perching on the bare ground; and nanus higher up 
the slopes tending to perch on the vegetation or feed from flowers. Most Spialia species feed on 
Hermannia dwarf shrubs and two different Hermannia species coincided with the occurrence of the 
two skippers. 
 
BUTTERFLIES RECORDED AT VILLAGE ON SEA – 28 MARCH 2019 
  

Aloeides pierus  
J.M. Edge 

 

Cacyreus marshalli  
A. Sharp 

 

Catopsilia florella  
G. Diedericks 
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Chilades trochylus  
J.M. Edge 

 

Chrysoritis thysbe thysbe 
J.M. Edge 

 

Dira clytus clytus 
K. Drummond-Hay 

Dixeia charina charina 
J.M. Edge 

 

Eicochrysops messapus messapus 
J.M. Edge 

 

Junonia hierta cebrene 
J.M. Edge 

 

Papilio demodocus demodocus 
J.M. Edge 

 

Spialia nanus  
F. Rautenbach 

 

Spialia spio  
J.M. Edge 

Zizeeria knysna Knysna 
J.M. Edge 

 

Tarucus thespis  
J.M. Edge 
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TABLE 1 – BUTTERFLIES RECORDED AT VILLAGE ON SEA 
 
SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME No. GPS COORDINATES VEGETATION 

Aloeides pierus Veined Russet 1 34°11.946ʹ 22°07.095ʹ Sand fynbos 

Cacyreus marshalli Geranium Bronze 2 34°11.970ʹ 22°07.399ʹ Coastal thicket 

Catopsilia florella Common Vagrant 3 34°11.995ʹ 22°07.359ʹ Coastal thicket 

Chilades trochylus Grass Jewel Blue 4 34°11.984ʹ 22°07.114ʹ Sand & limestone fynbos 

Chrysoritis thysbe thysbe Common Opal 5 34°11.936ʹ 22°07.085ʹ Sand & limestone fynbos 

Dira clytus clytus Cape Autumn Widow 6 34°11.936ʹ 22°07.085ʹ Fynbos & thicket 

Dixeia charina African Small White 7 34°11.899ʹ 22°07.416ʹ Coastal thicket 

Eicochrysops messapus Cupreous Blue 8 34°11.915ʹ 22°07.328ʹ Limestone fynbos 

Junonia hierta cebrene Yellow Pansy 9 34°11.899ʹ 22°07.416ʹ Coastal thicket 

Papilio demodocus Citrus Swallowtail 10 34°11.795ʹ 22°07.424ʹ Coastal thicket 

Spialia nanus Dwarf Sandman 11 34°11.951ʹ 22°07.425ʹ Sand & limestone fynbos 

Spialia spio Mountain Sandman 12 34°12.039ʹ 22°07.160ʹ Limestone fynbos 

Tarucus thespis Fynbos Blue 13 34°11.975ʹ 22°07.107ʹ Sand & limestone fynbos 

Zizeeria knysna Sooty Blue 14 34°11.894ʹ 22°07.332ʹ Coastal thicket 

 
 
Photo credits (Numbers as per Table 1): 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14 – J.M. Edge; 2 – A. Sharp; 3 – G. Diedericks;  
6 – K. Drummond-Hay; 11 – F. Rautenbach.  
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Zululand (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
I visited Zululand for a few days, prior to attending the CRG meeting at Kranzkloof on 6 April. 
The weather wasn’t great for most of my visit, although butterflies were out in reasonable numbers 
– generally common and widespread species. 

Notable records included Zulu Buff (Teriomima (Teriomima) zuluana) from Manguzi and Sesbania 
Blue (Leptotes pulchra pulchra) from Ndumu River Lodge. 

The East Coast Acraea (Acraea (Acraea) satis) was flying in fair numbers at Hlatikulu Forest. 

I’ve attached some photos from my visit below: 

 

  

Acraea (Acraea) acara acara  
Tembe, KZN 

 
 

Coenyra hebe  
Manguzi, KZN 

 
 

Acraea (Acraea) satis  
Hlatikulu, KZN 

 
 

Appias (Glutophrissa) epaphia contracta  
Nibela, KZN 

 
 

Graphium (Arisbe) antheus 
Manguzi, KZN 

 
 

Leptotes pulchra pulchra  
Ndumu River Lodge, KZN 

 
 

Hamanumida daedalus 
Ndumu River Lodge, KZN 

 
 

Colotis annae annae 
Ingwavuma, KZN 

 
 

Colotis auxo auxo  
Nibela, KZN 
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English names for Afrotropical Butterflies (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
As noted in March’s newsletter, LepSoc Africa are aiming to complete a list of English names for 
all African Papilionoidea taxa (currently 6 410 taxa in 319 genera, according to my database).  
 
There are two main priorities: 
 

1. To create names for butterflies for which there are currently no recognised English names; 
the amazing Hypolimnas dexithea from Madagascar for example. 

2. To try and improve existing names, with a focus on enhanced identification / recognition 
cues, as well as consistency and coordination with international English butterfly names. 

 
The guidelines are as follows: 
 

 If at all possible, names should assist with identification. Keys could include colour, pattern, 
size, shape, distribution, flight characteristics or behaviour.  

 In line with the above, authors names or the name of the discoverer (which are recognised 
in the scientific name in any case), should be avoided. 

 Names may not exceed 40 characters in length, including spaces or punctuation. Although 
not essential, by default, names should follow the structure of the scientific taxonomy: a 
name for the genus or group, a name for the species and, where applicable, a moniker to 
distinguish subspecies. Soutpansberg Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus 
entabeni) for example.  

 
Raimund Schutte suggested that we try and rationalize English names for a genus of African 
butterflies in each edition of the newsletter. Seeing as this would take 53 years to complete, I’d like 
to accelerate this process, if possible.  
Let’s try and “finalize” one large genus (20 or more taxa), plus four smaller ones, every two 
months; this is still a 10 year project, but if possible – and if I get assistance from enough people – 
I’m sure we can wrap this up much sooner. 
 
If there is a genus or group of African butterflies that you are especially interested in, why not help 
name them yourself! 
 
In March’s edition of ABN I proposed an English name for the Aloeides genus: Russet (a name 
suggested by Reinier Terblanche). With Steve Woodhall’s help, I’ve completed a provisional list, 
as follows. 
 
For information / comment. 
 

ENGLISH NAME TAXA AUTHOR 
Plain Russet  Aloeides almeida  (Felder, 1863) 
Angolan Russet Aloeides angolensis  Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Pointed Russet  Aloeides apicalis  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Yellow Russet  Aloeides aranda  (Wallengren, 1857) 
Sandy Russet Aloeides argenteus  Henning & Henning, 1994 
Namaqualand Russet  Aloeides arida  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Steinkopf Russet Aloeides bamptoni  Tite & Dickson, 1977 
Barberton Russet  Aloeides barbarae  Henning & Henning, 1994 
Silvery Russet  Aloeides barklyi  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Long Hill Russet Aloeides braueri  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Border Russet  Aloeides caffrariae  Henning, 1987 
Caledon Russet  Aloeides caledoni  Tite & Dickson, 1973 
De Hoop Dark Russet Aloeides carolynnae aurata Pringle, 1994 
Slanghoek Dark Russet  Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae Dickson, 1983 
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Coega Russet  Aloeides clarki  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Malawian Savanna Russet Aloeides conradsi angoniensis Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Savanna Russet Aloeides conradsi conradsi (Aurivillius, 1906) 
Kenyan Savanna Russet Aloeides conradsi jacksoni Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Tanzanian Savanna Russet Aloeides conradsi talboti Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Pale Russet  Aloeides damarensis damarensis (Trimen, 1891) 
Northern Pale Russet  Aloeides damarensis mashona Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Roodepoort Toothed Russet  Aloeides dentatis dentatis (Swierstra, 1909) 
Maseru Toothed Russet  Aloeides dentatis maseruna (Riley, 1938) 
Marbled Russet  Aloeides depicta  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Amatola Russet Aloeides dicksoni  Henning, 1987 
Transvaal Russet  Aloeides dryas  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Red Hill Russet  Aloeides egerides  (Riley, 1938) 
Karoo Russet  Aloeides gowani  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Zambian Russet Aloeides griseus  Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Hillside Russet  Aloeides henningi  Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Black-bordered Russet  Aloeides juana  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Broad-bordered Russet  Aloeides kaplani  Tite & Dickson, 1977 
Worcester Russet  Aloeides lutescens  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Large Plain Russet Aloeides macmasteri  Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Maluti Russet  Aloeides maluti  Pringle, 1983 
West Coast Russet Aloeides margaretae  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Mbulu Russet  Aloeides mbuluensis  Pringle, 1994 
Wakkerstroom Russet  Aloeides merces  Henning & Henning, 1986 
Zimbabwean Mottled Russet Aloeides molomo coalescens Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Malawian Mottled Russet Aloeides molomo handmani Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Tanzanian Mottled Russet Aloeides molomo kiellandi Carcasson, 1961 
Kalahari Mottled Russet  Aloeides molomo krooni Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Mottled Russet Aloeides molomo molomo (Trimen, 1870) 
Zambian Mottled Russet Aloeides molomo mumbuensis Riley, 1921 
Cederberg Russet  Aloeides monticola  Pringle, 1994 
Nyanga Russet Aloeides mullini  Henning & Henning, 1996 
Namibian Russet Aloeides namibiensis  Henning & Henning, 1994 
Port Nolloth Russet Aloeides nollothi  Tite & Dickson, 1977 
Cloud Russet  Aloeides nubilus  Henning & Henning, 1982 
Small Mountain Russet  Aloeides oreas  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Grand Giant Russet  Aloeides pallida grandis Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Kammanassie Giant Russet Aloeides pallida jonathani Pringle, 1987 
Tsitsikamma Giant Russet  Aloeides pallida juno Pringle, 1994 
Knysna Giant Russet  Aloeides pallida littoralis Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Baviaanskloof Giant Russet  Aloeides pallida liversidgei Pringle, 1994 
Giant Russet  Aloeides pallida pallida (Riley, 1938) 
Natal Russet Aloeides penningtoni  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Veined Russet  Aloeides pierus  (Cramer, [1779]) 
Zimbabwean Brown Russet Aloeides plowesi  Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Bedford Russet Aloeides pringlei  Tite & Dickson, 1976 
Outeniqua Russet Aloeides quickelbergei  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Lesotho Russet Aloeides rileyi  Tite & Dickson, 1976 
Stoffberg Russet Aloeides rossouwi  Henning & Henning, 1982 
Dune Russet  Aloeides simplex  (Trimen, 1893) 
Wolberg Russet Aloeides stevensoni  Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Karkloof Russet Aloeides susanae  Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Grassveld Russet Aloeides swanepoeli  Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Dusky Russet  Aloeides taikosama  (Wallengren, 1857) 
Small Dune Russet Aloeides tearei  Henning & Henning, 1982 
Brenton Red Russet  Aloeides thyra orientis Pringle, 1994 
Red Russet  Aloeides thyra thyra (Linnaeus, 1764) 
Mountain Russet Aloeides titei  Henning, 1987 
Mossel Bay Brown Russet Aloeides trimeni southeyae Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Brown Russet Aloeides trimeni trimeni Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Roggeveld Russet Aloeides vansoni  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
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The other proposed lists for this edition are Eurema (14 taxa); Tarsocera (8 taxa); Danaus (5 taxa),  
Melanitis (3 taxa) and Lampides (single taxon): 

 

ENGLISH NAME FULL SCIENTIFIC NAME AUTHOR 

Broad-bordered Grass Yellow Eurema (Eurema) brigitta brigitta (Stoll, [1780]) 

Malagasy Broad-bordered Grass Yellow Eurema (Eurema) brigitta pulchella (Boisduval, 1833) 

Angled Grass Yellow Eurema (Eurema) desjardinsii desjardinsii (Boisduval, 1833) 

Regular Angled Grass Yellow Eurema (Eurema) desjardinsii regularis (Butler, 1876) 

Mountain Grass Yellow Eurema (Eurema) mandarinula  (Holland, 1892) 

Seychelles African Grass Yellow Eurema (Terias) floricola aldabrensis Bernardi, 1969 

Comoro African Grass Yellow Eurema (Terias) floricola anjuana (Butler, 1879) 

Mauritius African Grass Yellow Eurema (Terias) floricola ceres (Butler, 1886) 

African Grass Yellow Eurema (Terias) floricola floricola (Boisduval, 1833) 

West African Grass Yellow Eurema (Terias) floricola leonis (Butler, 1886) 

Marsh Grass Yellow Eurema (Terias) hapale  (Mabille, 1882) 

African Savanna Grass Yellow Eurema (Terias) hecabe solifera (Butler, 1875) 

Forest Grass Yellow Eurema (Terias) senegalensis  (Boisduval, 1836) 

Sand-dune Spring Widow  Tarsocera cassina  (Butler, 1868) 

Cape Spring Widow  Tarsocera cassus cassus (Linnaeus, 1764) 

Outeniqua Cape Spring Widow  Tarsocera cassus outeniqua Vári, 1971 

Boland Spring Widow  Tarsocera dicksoni  (van Son, 1962) 

Karoo Spring Widow  Tarsocera fulvina  Vári, 1971 

Deceptive Spring Widow  Tarsocera imitator  Vári, 1971 

Namaqua Spring Widow  Tarsocera namaquensis  Vári, 1971 

Arid Spring Widow  Tarsocera southeyae  Dickson, 1969 

White-winged Plain Tiger Danaus chrysippus alcippus Cramer, 1777 

Plain Tiger Danaus chrysippus chrysippus Linnaeus, 1758 

Tawny Plain Tiger Danaus chrysippus dorippus Klug, 1845 

African Plain Tiger Danaus chrysippus orientis Aurivillius, 1909 

American Tiger Danaus plexippus plexippus Linnaeus, 1758 

Blue Evening Brown Melanitis ansorgei  Rothschild, 1904 

Common Evening Brown  Melanitis leda  (Linnaeus, 1758) 

Violet-eyed Evening Brown Melanitis libya  Distant, 1882 

Pea Blue  Lampides boeticus   (Linnaeus, 1767) 

 

As a test, if you can figure out which species is being considered, by referring to the English name 
only, then it’s a good name! 
 
To help you choose a genus, I’ve attached a list (with the number of taxa), below: 
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 GENUS COUNT  GENUS COUNT  GENUS COUNT 
Charaxes 457  Ceratrichia 28  Leptomyrina 12 
Euphaedra 345  Mimacraea 28  Hypophytala 12 

Acraea 202  Platylesches 27  Myrina 12 
Iolaus 174  Celaenorrhinus 27  Gretna 12 
Bebearia 163  Eagris 27  Chilades 11 
Lepidochrysops 158  Ypthima 26  Caenides 11 
Papilio 157  Sevenia 26  Trimenia 11 
Cymothoe 153  Precis 25  Cacyreus 10 

Telchinia 153  Afriodinia 25  Eurytela 10 
Bicyclus 127  Mimeresia 24  Pteroteinon 10 
Mylothris 124  Hypolimnas 24  Palla 10 
Anthene 107  Gorgyra 23  Acleros 10 
Neptis 104  Falcuna 23  Scopulifera 9 
Euriphene 101  Appias 23  Astictopterus 9 

Liptena 99  Brakefieldia 22  Deloneura 9 
Colotis 94  Dixeia 22  Issoria 9 
Apallaga 87  Iridana 22  Colias 9 
Pentila 81  Borbo 21  Chondrolepis 9 
Aloeides 75  Neocoenyra 21  Lipaphnaeus 9 
Ornipholidotos 75  Capys 21  Cooksonia 9 

Heteropsis 70  Pseudonympha 20  Oboronia 9 
Chrysoritis 69  Eresina 20  Oxylides 9 
Graphium 66  Coeliades 20  Azanus 9 
Belenois 65  Cerautola 20  Teriomima 8 
Pilodeudorix 65  Cupidesthes 20  Pardaleodes 8 
Amauris 65  Geritola 20  Neita 8 

Neurellipes 64  Tetrarhanis 20  Citrinophila 8 
Cephetola 55  Stugeta 19  Tarsocera 8 
Stempfferia 52  Aphysoneura 19  Protogoniomorpha 8 
Pseudacraea 51  Pseudathyma 19  Fulda 8 
Aslauga 51  Euryphura 18  Durbania 8 
Aphnaeus 44  Harpendyreus 18  Euliphyra 8 

Cigaritis 44  Eicochrysops 18  Calleagris 7 
Euptera 41  Thermoniphas 18  Serradinga 7 
Telipna 39  Eresiomera 18  Larinopoda 7 
Lachnocnema 38  Hewitsonia 17  Torbenia 7 
Strabena 37  Chloroselas 17  Teracolus 7 
Metisella 36  Paradeudorix 17  Antanartia 7 

Hypolycaena 35  Artitropa 16  Ariadne 7 
Deudorix 35  Leptotes 16  Salamis 7 
Micropentila 34  Tuxentius 16  Syrmoptera 7 
Thestor 34  Osmodes 15  Dingana 7 
Alaena 33  Eretis 15  Hemiolaus 7 
Uranothauma 32  Leona 14  Dira 6 

Kedestes 32  Tarucus 14  Paracleros 6 
Pseudaletis 31  Leptosia 14  Tagiades 6 
Junonia 31  Eurema 14  Tsitana 6 
Euchrysops 31  Nepheronia 13  Hypoleucis 6 
Abantis 30  Meza 13  Epitolina 6 
Spialia 29  Stygionympha 13  Torynesis 6 

Triclema 29  Andronymus 13  Fresna 6 
Baliochila 28  Perrotia 13  Pyrrhiades 6 
Sarangesa 28  Orachrysops 12  Zophopetes 6 
Axiocerses 28  Vanessa 12  Paronymus 6 
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GENUS COUNT  GENUS COUNT  GENUS COUNT 
Melphina 6  Caprona 3  Eronia 2 
Phasis 6  Coenyra 3  Neaveia 2 
Lycaena 6  Arnetta 3  Triskelionia 2 

Pontia 6  Afrogegenes 3  Acada 2 
Phalanta 6  Cyrestis 3  Zizula 1 
Tirumala 5  Crudaria 3  Pseudargynnis 1 
Evena 5  Hallelesis 3  Aeropetes 1 
Pinacopteryx 5  Monile 3  Zizina 1 
Danaus 5  Kallimoides 3  Argyraspodes 1 

Aterica 5  Kakumia 3  Afrodryas 1 
Gnophodes 5  Tylopaedia 3  Pseudoneaveia 1 
Physcaeneura 5  Larsenia 3  Ankola 1 
Euploea 5  Teratoneura 3  Ypthimomorpha 1 
Euchloe 5  Mesoxantha 3  Vansomerenia 1 
Melphinyet 5  Malaza 3  Tumerepedes 1 

Byblia 5  Harma 3  Smerina 1 
Semalea 5  Zintha 3  Powellana 1 
Hovala 5  Zenonia 3  Argynnis 1 
Libythea 5  Leucochitonea 3  Cesa 1 
Spalgis 5  Melitaea 3  Erionota 1 
Pseudopontia 5  Gamia 3  Durbaniopsis 1 

Megalopalpus 4  Flandria 3  Euryphaedra 1 
Hypomyrina 4  Prosopalpus 3  Gideona 1 
Apaturopsis 4  Melanitis 3  Gomalia 1 
Ampittia 4  Phytala 3  Gyrogra 1 
Obania 4  Pieris 3  Hamanumida 1 
Cnodontes 4  Eresinopsides 3  Cyclyrius 1 

Neptidopsis 4  Pseudonacaduba 3  Herila 1 
Euthecta 4  Catopsilia 2  Hipparchia 1 
Etesiolaus 4  Rhabdomantis 2  Congdonia 1 
Durbaniella 4  Catacroptera 2  Kumothales 1 
Xanthodisca 4  Melampias 2  Lampides 1 
Erikssonia 4  Pyrrhochalcia 2  Mopala 1 

Zeritis 4  Elymniopsis 2  Katreus 1 
Actizera 4  Ptelina 2  Pharmacophagus 1 
Coenyropsis 4  Brusa 2  Batelusia 1 
Ortholexis 4  Brephidium 2  Pardopsis 1 
Vanessula 4  Osphantes 2  Oraidium 1 
Monza 4  Bettonula 2  Noctulana 1 

Teniorhinus 4  Paternympha 2  Lepella 1 
Cupidopsis 4  Pelopidas 2  Neoepitola 1 
Pseuderesia 4  Procampta 2  Mallika 1 
Dapidodigma 4  Pseudoneptis 2  Calopieris 1 
Epitola 4  Kobelana 2  Moltena 1 
Parnara 4  Aethiopana 2  Carcharodus 1 

Toxochitona 4  Mashuna 2  Catochrysops 1 
Paralethe 4  Zizeeria 2  Mashunoides 1 
Argyrocheila 4  Euryphurana 2  Ploetzia 1 
Hewitola 4  Hollandus 2  Netrobalane 1 
Gegenes 4  Cynandra 2    
Parosmodes 4  Alenia 2    
Cassionympha 4  Harmilla 2    
Parasiomera 4  Lachnoptera 2    
Saribia 4  Lasiommata 2    

 
Charaxes anyone?  
If you are able to help, please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com. 
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HBC Meeting 
 
The Highveld Butterfly Club will host its next meeting on Tuesday 30 April at 19h00. 
 
HBC Chairman André Coetzer will be hosting the meeting, which will include a short butterfly-
identification session for the new members, as well as trip reports, photos, and general 
discussions.   
 
There will be a discussion regarding proposed upcoming trips (Venda, Springfontein, etc.).   
 
The venue will be:  
112A Casper Ave 
Fairland 
Johannesburg 
19:00-21:30 
 
Butterfly Evening  
 
The next Butterfly evening will be held on Thursday 9 May; 18h30 for 19h00. 
 
This will continue Hermann Staude’s “meet the family” program, introducing LepSoc Africa 
members to the amazing diversity of Butterflies (Lepidoptera).  
 
Butterfly Evenings are held at Ruimsig Country Club, Roodepoort, on the 2nd Thursday of every 
2nd month – please diarize! This particular meeting has been delayed by a week, due to the 
national elections. 
 
The cost is R170 per person  

 
Yebo Gogga 
 
This year’s Yebo-Gogga exhibition will be held at the Oppenheimer Life Sciences Building, Wits 
University between 7-12 May (the expo will be closed on 8 May to accommodate the national 
elections). 
We need to get back to the organizers regarding LepSoc Africa’s participation, but this is 
dependant on us having sufficient volunteers to tend our display. The theme this year is “Fact and 
Fiction, Myth and Truth” with a sub-theme “Flies”. 
 
Please get back to me – as soon as possible – if you are able to assist for any part of the 
exhibition’s duration. 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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2019 LepSoc Africa Conference (Dave Edge) 
 
LepSoc Africa will be holding its 2019 annual Conference on the 16th and 17th of November this 
year in Knysna, the home of the famous Brenton Blue, which is currently even more threatened 
with extinction following the fire of June 2017 which severely impacted on the Brenton Blue 
butterfly reserve. 
 
The theme of the conference will be "Butterfly Conservation in South Africa". The First Notification 
is attached below: 
 

 
 

 
  

 
LEPIDOPTERISTS’ SOCIETY OF AFRICA 

FIRST NOTICE OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND AGM 
 

It is a pleasure to announce that the 36th Annual Conference and AGM of the Society will be held on 
Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th of November 2019 at Knysna. 
 
 The conference venue will be at Knysna Hollow, with top notch conference and other facilities 

www.knysnahollow.co.za. Accommodation is also available there, but less expensive 
accommodation options are available in the Knysna area with costs as low as R250 per person 
sharing. Conference attendees will be responsible for booking their own accommodation and a list 
of recommended establishments with prices and contact details will be forwarded at a later date. 

 Delegates are urged to prepare presentations for the conference, with space for 15 slots of between 
15 to 25 minutes each. 

 After the conference, if there is enough demand, we intend to arrange field visits to the following 
iconic southern Cape butterfly observation and collecting areas: 

Swartberg Mountains (day trip) 
Kammanassie Mountains (2 days trip with overnight camping) 
Still Bay Nature Reserve (day trip) 

 
Please advise me of your intention to attend by the end of May so that we can advise the conference 
venue of potential numbers and confirm our booking. 
 
Dave Edge 
orachrysops@gmail.com 
074 5807288 
044 3810014 
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Pennington’s 1 and Trimen Volume 3 
 
Mia, of Owl books, has a copy of Trimen Volume 3 for R1 500 and a copy of the 1st edition of 
Pennington's for R 500. If you are interested you can contact her at 
owlbooks.uilboeke@gmail.com  
 
Pennington’s 2 
 
Lindsay Johnston has a copy of Pennington’s (2nd edition); she bought it in Zimbabwe about 20 
years ago - it hasn't had much use and is in excellent condition. She would be happy with R1 000, 
which I believe is a good price for this valuable book. 
 
Please contact Lindsay at lindsaycello1685@gmail.com 

 
LepSoc Africa Book Stock 
 
LepSoc Africa holds a considerable stock of 
Metamorphosis journals and also books, such as The 
Emperor Moths of Namibia by Rolf Oberprieler and The 
Butterflies of Zambia by A. Heath, M. Newport and D. 
Hancock. The above books are on sale for R150 and 
R175 respectively. 
Please order using the LSA Website 
(http://lepsocafrica.org/) as follows: 
 

From the Home page, select the Publications tab 
at the top of the page. 

Select Shop near the top-right of this page. 

Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of 
Metamorphosis contained on this page. 

Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page. 

Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require 
and Place Order! 

 
  

BOOKS 
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Biodiversity of Angola 
 
Biodiversity of Angola by Brian Huntley, Vladimir Russo, Fernanda Lages and 
Nuno Ferrand, can be purchased from Amazon for $59.99. 
 
The book features a chapter on Lepidoptera by Luís Mendes, A. Bivar-de-Sousa 
and Mark Williams. The section includes an up to date checklist of the 792 
species of Papilionoidea currently recorded from this country. 

 
Other Books 
 
Owen Garvie (owen.garvie@mweb.co.za) has the following books for sale. They can be viewed, 
by appointment, at his home: Unit 794  Quinta Do Lago, 8  Elnita Ave, Northwold, Randburg, 
Gauteng, South Africa. 
 
   

BUTTERFLY BOOKS FOR 
SALE                                                                                                                                                                    

PRICE 

South African Red Data Book- Butterflies. South African National Scientific Programmes Report No. 158. by 
Stephen F. Henning and Graham A. Henning (1989), 175pp 

R300 

Classification and Checklist of species of Lepidoptera recorded in Southern Africa. by L.Vari, D.M. Kroon 
(2002), 384pp 

R250 

South African Red Data Book- butterflies. SANBI Biodiversity Series 13. by G. A. Henning, R.F. Terblanche 
and J.B. Ball (Editors) (2009), 158pp. 

R350 

Conservation Assessment of Butterflies of South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland: Red List and Atlas. Edited 
by: S. Mecenero, J.B. Ball, D.A. Edge, M.L. Hamer, G.A. Henning, M. Kruger, E.L. L. Pringle, R.F. 
Terblanche and M.C. Williams (2013) 676pp 

R750 

 
 

 
Jana Bezuidenhout has a large butterfly collection that she wishes to sell; please contact her at  
janabz80@gmail.com 
 
If you are looking for cabinets, someone I can recommend is Brendan 
McErlaine (082 446 5136). 
 
Olivier Houe (082 455 3356 or Olivier.houe@gmail.com) can be 
contacted for trays, traps, pins or other entomological supplies. 
 
David Horne has requested a spot in “Collectors Corner”. 
David’s business, “Mad Hornet Entomological Supplies”, carry a range 
of entomological equipment; David is interested to hear about what 
items are required by collectors and breeders, in order that he may 
procure supplies at reasonable prices and ensure ready availability. 
 
Mad HorneT Entomological Supplies (A product of Horne Technologies 
CC) 
www.madhornet.co.za 
ento@hornetechnologies.co.za 
076 563 2084 

COLLECTORS CORNER
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Butterfly identification plates (Mark Williams) 

 
Genus Heteropsis (Part 2) 

 

    
Heteropsis lanyvary (♂r; ♂v) 

 
 

         

 
Heteropsis strigula (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

          
Heteropsis laeta (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

          
Heteropsis laetifica (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 

FEATURES
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Heteropsis undulans (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

         

 
Heteropsis barbarae (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

          
Heteropsis maeva (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

          
Heteropsis angulifascia (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 



34 
 

         

 
Heteropsis anceps (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

         

 
Heteropsis roussettae (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

          
Heteropsis andasibe (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

    
Heteropsis tianae (♂r; ♂v) 
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Heteropsis tianae (♂r; ♂v) 

 

         

 
Heteropsis turbans (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

    
Heteropsis sabas (♂r; ♂v) 

 
 

          
Heteropsis paradoxa (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

    
Heteropsis ankoma (♂r; ♂v) 
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Heteropsis alaokola (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 
 

         

 
Heteropsis mabillei (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

         

 
Heteropsis antahala (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
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Heteropsis masoura (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

         

 
Heteropsis vola (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 

 

  



38 
 

Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson and Fanie Rautenbach) 
 
A problem with the Butterfly Index is that it only commenced in January last year; while we should 
be able to detect trends in butterfly abundance from this date, we don’t have much information as 
to what happened prior to this time. 
  
Fanie Rautenbach is trying to get an indication of butterfly trends for the preceding years. He is 
using the LepiMAP data to obtain a butterfly checklist from a given quarter-degree block. He is 
then checking the number of species that have been recorded in these blocks since the year 2000.  

The degree of similarity between these two numbers should give an indication of butterfly welfare. 
For example, in a block which has seen little habitat degradation in the last 20 years, it would be 
expected that most of the species found in this area would have been seen within this time period. 
Conversely, in an area which has seen extensive recent rural or agricultural development, fewer 
butterfly species would be expected.  

Fanie tested his method with two quarter-degree blocks in the Cape Town area.  

 

 

Zone 1 (Cape Peninsula) has a historical checklist of 73 butterfly taxa. Since 2000, 61 of these 
species (83.6%) have been recorded. 

Zone 2 (Tygerberg) has a checklist of 57 taxa of which 40 (70.2%) have been recorded recently. 

My assessment of these results is as follows: 

The Tygerberg data, while sad, is not unexpected. This region has been extensively built-up and 
there is little butterfly habitat remaining, with the exception of Tygerberg hills. 

The Cape Peninsula result is possibly more alarming. This area has, superficially, not changed 
much since 2000 and yet despite this, 12 butterfly taxa found in this area have not been seen in 
the last 20 years. 

Fanie is going to undertake similar studies in other selected quarter-degree cells from around 
South Africa. Once he’s done this, we should be able to get an indication of whether our butterflies 

ZONE 1 – CAPE PENINSULA – SECTOR 3418AB ZONE 2 – TYGERBERG – SECTOR 3318DC 
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are disappearing; at what rate and to what extent recent agricultural and rural development are 
responsible. 

This exercise will run in parallel with the Butterfly Index. At the moment I’m only receiving 
checklists from Steve Woodhall and Mark Liptrot. While the KZN lists, combined with my Gauteng 
records, gives some indication of butterfly-abundance trends, more data, from other Provinces, 
would be valuable. 

I’ve summarized the 2019 results to-date in the graph below. While it’s better than last year, we 
are still well below the target line.  

 

 

 

Remember, I only require the number of species seen at 
a single locality in a single day. If your survey is 
superficial (less than 1-hour in duration), or based on 
observations from a suburban garden or farm, I’ll 
multiply the number obtained by 1.5. 

Steve’s Butterfly App is a great way of saving these lists. 
We hope to be able to export these lists directly to 
Lepibase in the not too distant future.  

I’ve included Southern Cape as a Province, as this is a 
way of including a year-round rainfall region into the 
figures. 
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40 
 

 

 

For information, the Abundance Index (Ax) is calculated using the following formula, where n 
represents the species-count from a site and F is the percentage factor from the Biome table: 

Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5 

 

Methodology 
 
1/. Each Province receives a monthly rating between 1 and 5 (Lesotho and Swaziland are included 
as Provinces) 
 
2/. The rating is based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the 
province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea 
superfamily (traditional butterflies). 
 
3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a Province, the highest rating 
will be used.  
 
Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives! 
 
  

Lowveld 
Savanna or 
Forest (L.S.)

Highveld 
Savanna 

(H.S)

Highveld 
Grassland 

(H.G.)

Arid Savanna 
(A.S)

Karoo (K) Fynbos (F) Afromontane 
Forest (A.F.)

5 Excellent >80 >56 >40 >28 >20 >20 >40

4 Good 52 to 80 37 to 56 26 to 40 19 to 28 13 to 20 13 to 20 26 to 40

3 Average 29 to 51 20 to 36 15 to 25 10 to 18 8 to 12 8 to 12 15 to 25

2 Poor 11 to 28 8 to 19 6 to 14 4 to 9 3 to 7 3 to 7 6 to 14

1 Very Poor ≤10 ≤7 ≤5 ≤3 ≤2 ≤2 ≤5

0 No Data

NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

BIOMEABUNDANCE 
INDEX



41 
 

Objectives 
 
1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa 
 
2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes  
 
Data – March and April: 
 

 
 
Summarized Butterfly Index Data – 2019: 
 

 

Index Score Locality Biome Observer Index Score Locality Biome Observer

Gauteng 3.6 29 WSBG H.S. Jeremy Dobson 3.2 23 Hennops River H.S. Jeremy Dobson

KwaZulu-Natal 3.9 50 Krantzkloof L.S Mark Liptrot 4.6 67 Krantzkloof L.S. Steve Woodhall

Limpopo 4.3 42 Bateleur H.S. Jeremy Dobson 0

Mpumalanga 0 4.4 44 Loding H.S. Jeremy Dobson

Western Cape 0 0

Eastern Cape 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0

Southern Cape 4.2 14 Mossel Bay F Dave Edge 0

North West 0 0

Free State 0 0

Lesotho 0 0

Swaziland 0 0

PROVINCE

2019

MAR APR

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Gauteng 3.8 3.8 3.6 3.2

KwaZulu-Natal 3.8 3.5 3.9 4.6

Limpopo 0 2.5 4.3

Mpumalanga 4.9 0 4.4

Western Cape 0 3.8

Eastern Cape 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0

Southern Cape 0 0 4.2

North West 2.4 0

Free State 0 0

Lesotho 0 3.8

Swaziland 0 0

PROVINCE
2019 - SUMMARY
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LepiMAP (Les Underhill)  
 
LepiMAP is helping to build up-to-date distribution maps for the butterflies and moths of Africa. 
These maps are critically important for conservation management and priority setting. Without 
good distribution maps, species conservation is largely guesswork. You can make your 
photography count for conservation by uploading your photos into the Virtual Museum 
(http://vmus.adu.org.za/).  
 
Last year, LepiMAP had its best year ever when 29,075 records were submitted. The totals have 
been above 20,000 for each of the five years from 2014 to 2018. The total number of butterfly and 
moth records uploaded via the Virtual Museum website is currently an amazing 173,307. The total 
size of the LepiMAP database is now 507,768. This includes all the historic specimen records of 
butterflies that were used in the Butterfly Atlas, SABCA, published in 2013. 
 
Please refer to the following link, to see examples of the valuable contributions being made to the 
Virtual Museum. http://thebdi.org/blog/2018/11/02/whats-the-value-of-a-photo/ 

 
Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 
 
The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by 
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across 
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly 
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but 
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for 
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of 
taxonomic issues. 
 
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to 
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 

 
Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 
 
The CRG continued its South African roadshow with a meeting at Somerset West in March and 
Kranzkloof Nature Reserve in April (refer to LATEST NEWS).  
 
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc Africa website for details 
(http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) or visit the Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/).  

 
COREL 
 
We are busy restructuring COREL (Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera). 
 
There is a lot of work to do in this vital undertaking; if you would like to assist in any capacity, 
please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com 
  

CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 



43 
 

Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
A summary of Aloeides Project data collected to date is as follows: 

Collector Records  Taxon Records 

Jeremy Dobson 131  Aloeides damarensis damarensis 35 

Alan Gardiner 76  Aloeides trimeni trimeni 34 

Peter Ward 47  Aloeides henningi 30 

André Coetzer 29  Aloeides pierus 19 

Mark Williams 22  Aloeides aranda 18 

Christopher Dobson 16  Aloeides dryas 17 

Peter Webb 12  Aloeides swanepoeli 15 

Andrew Morton 8  Aloeides oreas 15 

Harald Selb 7  Aloeides penningtoni 14 

Andrew Mayer 7  Aloeides titei 13 

Reinier Terblanche 5  Aloeides taikosama 13 

Steve Woodhall 5  Aloeides macmasteri 13 

Hayden Warren-Gash 4  Aloeides dicksoni 8 

Graham Henning 4  Aloeides dentatis dentatis 8 

Etienne Terblanche 2  Aloeides maluti 7 

Johan Greyling 2  Aloeides molomo molomo 6 

 377  Aloeides rossouwi 6 

  Aloeides susanae 6 

  Aloeides barklyi 5 

  Aloeides juana 5 

  Aloeides bamptoni 5 

  Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae 5 

  Aloeides arida 5 

  Aloeides gowani 5 

  Aloeides dentatis maseruna 4 

  Aloeides plowesi 4 

  Aloeides margaretae 4 

  Aloeides pallida littoralis 4 

  Aloeides simplex 4 

  Aloeides almeida 4 

  Aloeides thyra thyra 4 

  Aloeides caledoni 4 

  Aloeides depicta 4 

  Aloeides damarensis mashona 3 

  Aloeides molomo krooni 3 

  Aloeides nubilus 3 

  Aloeides stevensoni 3 

  Aloeides griseus 2 

  Aloeides vansoni 2 

  Aloeides apicalis 2 

  Aloeides quickelbergei 2 

  Aloeides rileyi 2 

  Aloeides trimeni southeyae 2 

  Aloeides nollothi 2 

  Aloeides barbarae 1 

  Aloeides caffrariae 1 

  Aloeides egerides 1 

  Aloeides molomo handmani 1 

  Aloeides pallida grandis 1 

  Aloeides pallida jonathani 1 

  Aloeides pallida pallida 1 

  Aloeides mbuluensis 1 

   377 
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Before publishing the initial paper next year, my goal is to acquire a minimum of 500 records, 
containing samples of 60 taxa; 80% of the currently recognized taxonomic list (75 taxa). Currently, 
we have 371 records, comprising 52 taxa, so we are 74% and 87% of the way respectively! 

I’m sure we can acquire another 129 records next season. Obtaining records for another 8 taxa 
might be trickier, but to assist you, I’ve attached a list of the “missing” butterflies (below). 
Ultimately, I’d like to obtain samples from all these taxa, but this probably won’t be possible before 
the end of next season. 

Missing Taxa Author 
Aloeides angolensis  Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Aloeides argenteus  Henning & Henning, 1994 
Aloeides braueri  Tite & Dickson, 1968 
Aloeides carolynnae aurata Pringle, 1994 
Aloeides clarki  Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Aloeides conradsi angoniensis Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Aloeides conradsi conradsi (Aurivillius, 1906) 
Aloeides conradsi jacksoni Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Aloeides conradsi talboti Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Aloeides kaplani  Tite & Dickson, 1977 
Aloeides lutescens  Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Aloeides merces  Henning & Henning, 1986 
Aloeides molomo coalescens Tite & Dickson, 1973 
Aloeides molomo kiellandi Carcasson, 1961 
Aloeides molomo mumbuensis Riley, 1921 
Aloeides monticola  Pringle, 1994 
Aloeides mullini  Henning & Henning, 1996 

Aloeides namibiensis  Henning & Henning, 1994 
Aloeides pallida juno Pringle, 1994 
Aloeides pallida liversidgei Pringle, 1994 
Aloeides pringlei  Tite & Dickson, 1976 
Aloeides tearei  Henning & Henning, 1982 
Aloeides thyra orientis Pringle, 1994 

 

Note that the above lists are based on samples submitted to BED; I haven’t received the DNA 
sequences yet (refer to BED under the PROJECTS section). 

The project aims to be the largest and most comprehensive 
research project ever undertaken on this genus. The initiative 
will run in conjunction with Jonathan Colville’s BED (Butterfly 
Evolutionary Diversity) Project and will make use of BED’s DNA 
sequencing team, led by Professor Rauri Bowie at the University 
of California, Berkeley. The first phase of the project is the 
creation of a high-resolution phylogeny of the Aloeides genus. 
The initial deadline was the end of the 2018-2019 season (in 
parallel with BED), but this has been extended by a further 
season: it is anticipated that the initiative will continue indefinitely.  

The cost of the laboratory work has been covered by grants 
provided by SANBI and others; BED is programmed to be 
completed this season, but Jonathan is confident that further 
sponsorship will be forthcoming and that we will have access to 
Rauri’s laboratory facilities for some time to come. LepSoc Africa 
is also going to look for potential sponsors. Nonetheless, there is 
some urgency to obtain samples and to process the associated 
DNA sequences.  
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The initial focus is data collection: everyone is encouraged to catch a few Aloeides specimens, 
whenever they encounter them in the field. Do not worry about taxonomy at this stage - we will 
work on the premise that each and every colony of Aloeides may represent a new taxon. As the 
genus is so widespread, there should be representatives of Aloeides wherever you live in the 
southern parts of Africa. 

Ideally a male and female specimen should be collected from 
each and every colony encountered in the field (more specimens 
if there appears to be morphological variability within the colony). 
To assist with future taxonomic work, specimens should be as 
fresh as possible. As soon as practical, remove all six legs from 
the specimens, put these in a vial filled with preservative and 
place it in your deep freeze. I will collect your samples on a 
regular basis and courier these to Jonathan, along with any 
other BED samples, on your behalf.  

Number each sample with your initials and a sequential three-digit number; my first BED sample is 
JCD-001 for example). This number should be written on a small piece of paper - in pencil (ink can 
disappear in the preservative!) - and placed in the vial with the legs. The specimen itself will be 
set, with the same BED number recorded on the specimen data label. Ideally, I’d like to retain 
these specimens at my home, as part of the reference collection, but if anyone wishes to keep the 
specimens in their own collection I’ve no problem with this; the specimens ultimately belong to the 
person who collected them in any case.  

Whole-body samples may also be submitted, but only do this if 
you are 100% sure that the specimen represents the same 
species as other butterflies in the colony: set specimens, with 
their legs submitted to BED is the preferred method.  

In addition to collecting specimens, please try and make other 
observations while you are at the site. Photographs of the 
habitat at the locality should be taken and, if possible, records of 
host plants and host ants noted. All records will be captured in 

the Aloeides Project database, which has already been set up and generates specimen data-
labels and A4 data sheets – one per record. A key component of the database will be high quality 
photographs of the upper-side and underside of each specimen. The photos are especially 
important in cases where the specimens are not retained in the central reference collection. For 
comparison purposes, images will be at twice life-size scale in the reports generated by the 
database and it is hoped that we will ultimately compile at least 1000 data sheets, containing 
representatives of all currently listed taxa. Once the information is available, C01 Barcodes will be 
added to the database, along with a link to any other DNA information that is obtained.  
 
Please contact me at AloeidesProject@gmail.com or +27 82 783 8213 if you have any queries, or 
wish to participate. Kits of preservative, vials and plastic envelopes are available to anyone 
wishing to contribute. 
My goal is to acquire a minimum of 500 records, containing samples of 60 taxa; 80% of the 
currently recognized taxonomic list. These goals are unlikely to be achieved by the end of the 
current season, but once the data has been collected and the DNA sequences obtained, the 
resulting phylogeny will be published in Metamorphosis, with a list of all contributors to the project. 
  
Once this is in place, coupled with the Data Sheets, we will be in a uniquely strong position to 
review the genus! 
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Metamorphosis  
 
As noted in March’s newsletter, Dave Edge has taken over as Editor of Metamorphosis from Mark 
Williams, who has retired.  
 

Silvia Kirkman has agreed to become the Sub Editor responsible for production and will be 
mentored by Dave as she becomes familiar with the work involved. 

 
Alan Gardiner has been appointed as the Sub Editor responsible for scientific quality, the 
review of editorial policy, the appointment of peer reviewers and development of a strategy 
for enhancing the recognition of the journal locally and internationally.  

 
Due to the large number of articles, Volume 29 (2018) will be in two editions, to make the 
publications more manageable and less expensive to post. 
 

 Metamorphosis journal Volume 29 Part 1 : R150 excluding postage 
 

 Metamorphosis journal Volume 29 Part 2 : R160 excluding postage 
 
Part 1 has been printed and Part 2 will be available shortly. Please contact Dave at 
orachrysops@gmail.com or Silvia at silviakirkman@gmail.com should you wish to purchase 
copies. 

 

  

PUBLICATIONS 
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Gauteng  
 
I visited Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens (WSBG) and the surrounding hills in March. Not much to 
report, but D’Urban’s Woolly Legs (Lachnocnema durbani), was flying in large numbers. 
 
Species count: 29; Abundance Index 3.6 (Average). 
 

 
A visit to Hennops River in early April yielded 23 species (Abundance Index 3.2 – Average). The 
African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene) was especially common; this is one species that 
has thrived in recent seasons. 
 

 
 

  

REGIONAL ROUNDUP 

Lachnocnema durbani 
WSBG, Gauteng 

Danaus chrysippus orientis 
WSBG, Gauteng 

 

Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi 
WSBG, Gauteng 

 

Junonia hierta cebrene  
Hennops River, Gauteng 

Hypolimnas misippus 
Hennops River, Gauteng 

Neptis saclava marpessa 
Hennops River, Gauteng 
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Mpumalanga 

 
I visited Loding with Christopher Willis and Mark Williams on 20 April.  
 
We recorded 44 species, Abundance Index 4.4 (Good); nothing too special however.  
 

 
Limpopo 
 
Mark Williams and I visited Bateleur in early March, to look for the Waterberg Copper (Erikssonia 
edgei). Unfortunately, we didn’t see any, which makes it almost certain that there will be no 
records for this butterfly whatsoever this season. 

This follows a handful of records from the previous two seasons, all within the area that was 
subject to a controlled burn in August 2016. 

We saw a total of 42 species, including the Secucuni Shadefly (Coenyra rufiplaga), Small White-
lady Swordtail (Graphium (Arisbe) morania), Marsh Commodore (Precis ceryne ceryne), Netted 
Sylph (Metisella willemi) and Marsh Sylph (Metisella meninx). 

Abundance Index: 4.3 (Good). 

 

 

 

  

Metisella willemi 
Bateleur, Limpopo 

Precis ceryne ceryne 
Bateleur, Limpopo 

Graphium (Arisbe) morania 
Bateleur, Limpopo 

Colotis ione 
Loding, Mpumalanga 

Anthene livida livida 
Loding, Mpumalanga 

 

Gomalia elma elma  
Loding, Mpumalanga 
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KwaZulu-Natal 
 
Refer to “Zululand” by Jeremy Dobson under LATEST NEWS 
 
Steve Woodhall visited Marchmont Farm, near Faun Lees on 30 March. He found some 
interesting butterflies, including Millar’s Buff (Deloneura millari millari). 
 

 
 
Another visit by Steve, to Krantzkloof Nature reserve on 14 April was even more successful. Steve 
recorded 67 species: Abundance Index 4.6 (Good). 
 
The most noteworthy record was the Bicoloured Skipper (Abantis bicolor), a new record for the 
reserve. 
 

 
 
Western Cape 
 
Mark Williams, while on holiday in Jacob's Bay in March, found a strong colony of the Atlantic 
Yellow Skolly (Thestor dicksoni malagas). This taxa is listed as Vulnerable, so this is a really 
important discovery. 

 
  

Deloneura millari millari  
Marchmont Farm, KZN 

(Steve Woodhall) 

Kedestes wallengrenii wallengrenii  
Marchmont Farm, KZN 

(Steve Woodhall) 

Catacroptera cloanthe cloanthe 
Marchmont Farm, KZN 

(Steve Woodhall) 

Abantis bicolor  
Krantzkloof, KZN 
(Steve Woodhall) 

Telchinia (Telchinia) esebria  
Krantzkloof, KZN 
(Steve Woodhall) 

Abantis paradisea  
Krantzkloof, KZN 
(Steve Woodhall) 
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Johan Heyns has a large collection of photographs, which we will include as a regular feature in 
this newsletter.  
 
Still more Crambidae… 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

To see some great photos by Nick Dean, click on the link below: 

African Moths 

  

Nausinoe geometralis  
Johan Heyns 

Notarcha quaternalis 
Johan Heyns 

 

Palpita unionalis 
Johan Heyns 

 

Parotis baldersalis 
Johan Heyns 

 

Parotis impia 
Johan Heyns 

 

Psara atritermina 
Johan Heyns 

 

OTHER BUTTERFLIES
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Uganda (Rogers Muhwezi) 

Rogers is doing fabulous work in raising butterfly-awareness in Uganda; 
I’ve attached a couple of photos below: 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Namibia (Katharina Reddig) 
 
Refer to a trip-report from Namibia by Raimund Schutte and myself under LATEST NEWS. 
 
Katharina Reddig’s 
mother, Elke Erb, took 
what I believe are the 
first photographs of 
larvae of the Namibian 
Acraea (Acraea 
hypoleuca). 

The photos were taken 
in Feb 2009 and the 
caterpillars were 
feeding on Adenia 
pechuelli at a site 
about 70km inland from Swakopmund.  
 
In early April a friend of Elke, Martin Weigand, returned to the 
spot and took this photo of an adult butterfly. As far as I’m 
aware, this is the first live photo of this species. 
 
According to Katharina, the most common butterfly in 
Swakopmund these days is the European Large White (Pieris 
brassicae). It would be an interesting DNA study to try and 
establish whether these butterflies have the same origin as 
those accidentally introduced to the Western Cape in the early 
1990’s.   

AFRICA DESK

Acraea (Acraea) hypoleuca  
Martin Weigand  

Trekkopje, Namibia 
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Elected Executive Councillors and LSA Directors: 
 

 Jeremy Dobson (Chairman) 
 Justin Bode (Secretary) 
 Peter Ward (Treasurer) 

 
Co-opted Councillors 
 

 Dave Edge (Editor of Metamorphosis) 
 Reinier Terblanche (Conservation, Research and Permits) 
 Steve Woodhall (Marketing) 

 
Branch Chairmen 
 

 Andre Coetzer (Highveld – Gauteng, North West and Free State) 
 Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal) 
 Andrew Morton (Western Cape) 
 Ernest Pringle (Eastern Cape) 
 Dave Edge (Southern Cape) 
 Vaughan Jessnitz (Limpopo) 

 
LSA Council has planned its next meeting for 21 May; among other matters, the financial 
statements for 2018 are to be approved. 
 
The price of Metamorphosis Volume 29 – Part 1 is R150, excluding postage. Part 2 costs R160. 
Various postage options with different pricing are available.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Annual subscription 
fee (current year i.e. 

2018) 

Metamorphosis 
printed copy 

(preceding year i.e. 
2017) 

Annual subscriptions, 
plus printed copy of 

Metamorphosis 

Category 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 

Sponsor R 1 200 R 1 400 Included Included R 1 200 R 1 400 

Ordinary R 270 R 400 R 125 R 125 R 395 R 525 

Pensioner (over 60 yrs) R 200 R 280 R 125 R 125 R 325 R 405 

Student (under 23 yrs) R 150 R 250 R 125 R 125 R 275 R 375 

LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL
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Fanie Rautenbach, LepSoc Africa’s LepiMAP Coordinator is featured this month.  
 
I was born and raised in the Free State. After finishing school I studied 
at Potchefstroom University where I obtained a Master’s degree in 
Biochemistry in 2005. Currently, I am managing a research laboratory at 
the Cape Peninsula University of Technology. The laboratory mainly 
does research in the health benefits of Rooibos tea and other herbal 
plants. 
 
I cannot remember if I was ever interested in birds or butterflies as a 
child, although I did go on numerous hiking expeditions. It was only after 
moving to Cape Town that I started photographing birds at the 
beginning of 2011. That all ended eight months later when I noticed a 
butterfly in my garden and decided to take a photo. Not knowing which 
species it was, I drove to the nearest book store and bought Steve 
Woodhall’s butterfly field guide. It was the only copy available in the store. Paging through the 
book I was blown away, never had an idea that South Africa has so many butterfly species. I was 
hooked immediately, had to find and photograph more of the species. The birds became a distant 
memory and the butterfly in my garden turned out to be a Citrus Swallowtail.  
 
A few months later I read an article in News 24 of a butterfly census that was going to take place. I 
registered and took part and that is where I got introduced to the Virtual Museum. For the 
butterflies that I could not identify myself you had to submit to the Virtual Museum and an expert 
would help you with the identification. That was also how I met Andrew Morton who invited me to 
go on a few field trips with him. Andrew really gave me an appreciation of how tricky it could be to 
find the “special” Western Cape species. I think I started making ID’s on the Virtual Museum in 
2014. I only identified the Painted Ladies, Blue Pansy’s and a few of the other common butterflies 
initially. But as my confidence and knowledge grew, I started to make more. By the end of 2018 I 
have made a total of over 55 000 ID’s and have contributed about 2500 of my own photographs. 
 
I am a participant in SALCA and COREL projects where I am the custodian of the Mountain Silver-
etched Copper (Trimenia malagrida malagrida) and Paarl Mountain Silver-etched Copper 
(Trimenia malagrida paarlensis). Unfortunately both these butterflies are missing from their known 
locations and have not been seen for a number of years. I am also the LepSoc Africa 
representative for the ADU (Animal Demographics Unit), who run the Virtual Museum.  

  

FOCUS ON… 
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Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in 
this Newsletter and they will be included, if at all possible; any 
photographs accompanied with proof-of-payment to LepSoc 
Africa, to the amount of R50 per picture, will automatically be 
included! 

There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); 
the season runs from August to July and the annual winner is 
announced in September’s edition. The decision, by the editor, 
is final and will be based on photographic merit, but may be 
swayed by donations to the Society. 

Would any photographers out there please send any recent pictures that you would like to include, 
with your identification and the month that the photograph was taken, to jchdobson@gmail.com 

  

AUGUST 2018 
Raimund Schutte 
Cigaritis namaqua 

(Steinkopf, Northern Cape) 
 

SEPTEMBER 2018 
Steve Woodhall 

Aphaeus hutchinsonii  
(Mandawe, KZN) 

 

OCTOBER 2018 
Michael Ochse 

Papilio zalmoxis  
(Ebogo Cameroon) 

 

NOVEMBER 2018 
Steve Woodhall 

Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii 
(Balito, KwaZulu-Natal) 

 

DECEMBER 2018 
Dave Richards 

Danaus chrysippus dorippus 
(Masai Mara National Park, Kenya) 

 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH

JANUARY 2019 
Raimund Schutte 

Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus 
(Mphaphuli, Limpopo) 

 

FEBRUARY 2019 
Peter Sharland 

Capys alpheus extentus 
(Donkerkloof, Limpopo) 
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Entries for March 

 

  

MARCH 
 
March’s winner is Sudheer Kommana – a 
resident of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 
 
Sudheer posted this photo of the magnificent 
Red-spot Diadem (Hypolimnas usambara).  
 
This is a rare species, found in coastal 
forests of Kenya and Tanzania. 

Mylothris rueppellii haemus 
Laurens Erasmus  

(Muldersdrift, Gauteng) 
 

Aeropetes tulbaghia  
Simon Joubert 
(Sani, Lesotho) 

 

Paralethe dendrophilus indosa 
Steve Woodhall 
 (Gillits, KZN) 

 

Precis ceryne ceryne 
Jeremy Dobson 

 (Bateleur, Limpopo) 
 

Precis archesia archesia 
Jeremy Dobson 

 (Hennops River, Gauteng) 
 

Axiocerses croesus 
Alicia Calderwell 

(Marchmont Farm, KZN) 
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Entries for April 

 
 

 

  

Acraea (Rubraea) petraea 
Alicia Culverwell 

(Fawn Leas, KZN) 

Colotis auxo auxo 
Steve Woodhall 

 (Fawn Leas, KZN) 
 

Telchinia (Telchinia) encedon encedon 
Steve Woodhall 

 (Krantzkloof NR, KZN) 
 

Junonia orithya madagascariensis 
Jeremy Dobson 
 (Kosi Bay, KZN) 

 
 

Euptera elabontas mweruensis  
Rogers Muhwezi 

 (Mpanga, Uganda) 
 

Nepheronia thalassina sinalata 
Jeremy Dobson 
 (Manguzi, KZN) 

 
 

APRIL 
 
April’s winner is Steve Woodhall. 
 
Steve took this underside shot of the 
Bicoloured Paradise Skipper (Abantis 
bicolor) at Krantzkloof Nature Reserve on 
14 April. 
 
This is a rare butterfly – the first record from 
Krantzkloof. 
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OOR SKOENLAPPERS VERSAMEL EN MISKIEN OOK: WAAROM 'N MENS DIT DOEN  
(DEEL 1)  
 
deur Etienne Terblanche  
  
Waarom versamel 'n mens skoenlappers? Ek wissel kortliks gedagtes hieroor. Daar bestaan 'n 
stereotiepe beeid van die versamelaar as 'n eksentrieke ou man wat half gek met sy reuse 
bollende net agter vlinders aan hol. Hierdie stereotiepe beeld dra sekere klere: 'n outydse 
driekwart-broek. Groteske lomp mynstewels. 'n Hemp vol gifbottels. En die klassieke kakie-helmet-
hoed. (Vandag se versamelaars dra koevetjies, jeans en tekkie-boets.)  
 
Dié stereotiepe beeld korn uit 'n Edwardiaanse erfenis, waar die wortels van skoonlappers 
versamel lê. Die Edwardiane is hoeka bekend vir die belang wat hulle geheg het aan "decorum": 
die uiterlike, hulle (ge)drag en voorkoms.  
 
Om ‘n entjie te gaan stap was vir hulle 'n ritueei. In John Fowles se bekende boek, The French 
Lieutenant's Woman, klee die jong hoofkarakter homself presies so lomperig (soos die ou man in 
ons stereotiepe beeld) om 'n entjie van die huis af fossiele te gaan uitkap; nogal op 'n heerlike 
warm dag. (In die boek skryf Fowles verder dat ons deesdae - in die tyd van die glinsterende PT-
broekie en gymtrimbeheptheid - te maklik lag vir die swaar drag waarin die Edwardiane oefening 
en kennis verkry net). 'n Ander, meer resente staaltjie toon iets van wat in ons tyd miskien nog 
belangriker geword het as destyds (want toe was dit al belangrik): ‘n Beroemde versamelaar vertel 
dat hy elke dag deur die dorp moes loop na 'n sekere skoenlapper se habitat. Op pad was daar  'n 
poskantoor en elke oggend Wanneer die versamelaar daar verby geloop het, het 'n man wat buite 
staan en wag het hom akuut snaaks aangekyk. 'n Mens ken sommer (uit ervaring) die vrae wat 
deur daardie man se kop getuimei het: vang hy vis met so 'n ou dun netjie? Hier is tog nie water 
naby nie? Het hy dan nie ‘n kar nie? is hy besig met 'n optog? Is hy dalk van sy kop af? Teen die 
derde of vierde dag het die man dit gewaag om nader te staan en die versamelaar te vra - half 
spottend - waarskynlik bang vir die onbekende: "Wat doen jy as jy sô rondloop - vang jy vis?" "Ek 
is ‘n skoenlapperversamelaar", antwoord die versamelaar kalm. Die man kry 'n eienaardige 
uitdrukking op sy gesig en lag liggies. Die versamelaar was al rnoeg vir mense se reaksie op sy 
kosbare stokperdjie; en doen toe 'n slu ding. "E-k maak natuuriik baie geld," sê hy. Die man se 
gesigsuitdrukking verander spontaan. Meteens stel hy belang. "Kry jy geld vir almal wat jy vang?" 
"Nee, daar's 'n skaars swart enetjie met goue blokkies waarvoor ek so 'n paar honderd rand een 
kry - maar hulle is dêm moeilik om in die hande te kry, hoor. Tensy jy die veld goed ken, jy weet." 
"Waar kry u hulle - hier buite die dorp? Waar kan ek 'n net koop? Kan ek nie dalk help nie? ... " 
Een van die eerste redes waaraan mense dink as hulle hoor jy is ook een van daardie eksentrieke 
Edwardiaanse omies (ten spyte van jou jeug, jou jeans, jou hare se natuurlike styl, modern effens 
lank, ensovoorts) is juis geld. As 'n mens vandag iets doen, behoort jy tog 'n buck of twee daaruit 
te kry - dit is die argument.  
'n Mens kan niemand kwalik neem dat hulle so behep is met geld nie, want ons leef in 'n 
ekonomies gedetermineerde era - maar 'n mens begeer soms so dat dit anders was/dikwels maak 
dit my selfs vol Angst Blues. Vra ek my broer bo-op die asemrowende berge van Golden Gate: 
waarom versamel jy? Sy antwoord kom tydsaam - dit is iets waarin hy so betrokke is, waarvoor hy 
so lief is, dat die vraag nie juis figureer nie. "Dit is seker om die verskeidenheid van die kleure en 
fatsoene in hulle vlerke," sê hy. Ek is ook al dikwels blootgestel aan hierdie vraag/bevraagtekening 
van mense oor ons stokperdje, en het nie altyd sonder ongemak daar deur gekom nie. Om te 
waarheid te sê, vermy ek mense al by die vakansieoord/steek my net effens weg. Maar een of 
ander tyd gebeur die onvermydelike: 'n skaars ding vlieg in die openbaar in en jy is agterna met 

TRAWLING THE ARCHIVES… 
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jou opvallende groot wit net en voos gebrande rooi neus. Nou tree 'n ander stereotiepe omie op 
die voorgrond: sagte middeljare, met die bruingebrande boepie waaroor hy lui-lui streel (in die 
ander hand 'n lang goue bierblik) kom hy onder die karavaantent uit, skree oor sy skouer: "Berta!" 
– snuif ‘n slag, beloer jou op sy tyd met skreef-oë, beveel verder "Bring koffie daar!" - en nou is hy 
gereed vir jou. "Boet! Hei, seun - wat maak jy? Hies nie vis nie jong." Uit die hoogtes bo-oor sy 
bier gluur hy jou goedig-spottend aan. Jy besef reeds dat jy 'n gemerkte man is. Hy gaan jou 
hanteer asof ny jou vir 'n paar dae SOOS 'n plaaslike Bies Bridges besit. Jy gaan aanhoudend 
probeer verduidelik en hy gaan nooit heeltemal begryp nie en môre gaan hy vra, asof hy in sy 
lapstoel met 'n bier gelê en wag het tot jy verby kom: "Hooi, BOET!! Hoe lyk dit me die motte? Iets 
gekry?" En jy bloos en mompel oor skaars goed, maar dit bly klink of jy eintlik moet henge!. En 
môre-oormôre gaan hy jou weer kry, in die kiosk, met sy kaal bolyf tronend oor die glaskoelkas 
met yoghurt en sjokolade. Dan verduidelik hy op sy tyd (jy het vinnig ingekom vir 'n koeldrank) van 
'n skoenlappertjie wat hy gister sommer net daar langs die rooster gesien het - een met pers kolle 
en gee! en groen spikkeltjies en rooi bane (en jy al uit ervaring, weet dat dit 'n hoogs 
verbeeldingryke Colias electo moet wees). En dan dringend: 'Jy moet horn kom vang. Hy vlieg net 
daar. Hy is elke dag so hierdie tyd - drie, vier uur - daar. Kom kyk sommer nou, dan wys ek jou." 
Jy moet maar bontstaan om nie gevoelens te skaad nie.  
 
Ons het broers wat op ander maniere die natuur geniet en leer ken, en ook in sulke tye is die goed 
om hulle in gedagte te hou. 'n Vergelyking met die astronoorn, byvoorbeeld, is dalk net die kode 
wat 'n skoenlapperversamelaar - al sou ek dan liewer 'n dilletant lepidopteris genoem wou word as 
noodwendig versamelaar –kan deursien as hy. weer sukkel met iemand vie wie 'n belangstelling in 
skoenlappers klink na Close Encounters of the Third Kind. lnderdaad: waarom die sterre 
bestudeer? Waarom 'n duur, onnodige ding soos 'n teleskoop gaan koop, ure in die yskoue nag in 
die veld deurbring, en absoluut ekstaties voel as jy dalk (soos die amateurklub van Potchefstroom) 
'n nuwe hemelliggaam  - vir die leek se blote oog maar net nog 'n dowwe kol tussen miljoene 
ander daar bo - ontdek het? (Bygesê: in die vorm van 'n klein beriggie het hulle ontdekking die 
voorblad van die New York Times gehaal - meer as waarop baie kan roem, ten diepste ook maar 
begerig na 'n stukkie bekendheid in hierdie wêreld wat klein bekend geword het ... ook maar vrot 
van die ydelheid). 'n Mens kry tog nie '"n paar rand" vir sterre kyk nie - inteendeel: dit is duur.  
Ek dink die eerste spontane antwoord van die amateur-astronoom sou wees: omdat ek lief is 
daarvoor. En ek dink dit is 'n verreikende antwoord. Selfs bereid on te glo dat daar niks is sonder 
so 'n omgee nie. Veronderstel ans raak nou filosofies, en wonder waarom daar dan enigsins iets 
is. En daarmee bedoel ek: alles/enige iets. Politiek/geld/'n karavaan/lang goue biere/skoenlappers 
en veral, mense. Veronderstel 'n mens sou dan sê: daar is iets omdat daar 'n Skepper is. Nogtans 
kan 'n mens bly wonder: maaar waarom het die Skepper dan iets of iemand gemaak? Volgens 'n 
Afrikaanse filosoof, Martin Versveld, staar ons ans vandag blind teen die noodsaaklike. (Onthou: 
die oom by die karavaan beskou sy vakansie as absoluut noodsaaklik - so verduidelik hy dit ook 
aan mense, hy moet rus - let wel - hy rus nie maar net nie.) Ek interpreteer Versveld se woorde 
nou vrylik (skryf dit oor): alles wat onnodig is, is heilig. Soos speel, soos wonder waarom 'n skilpad 
se dop juis só lyk. Bankklerke se aktiwiteite is daarenteen noodsaaklik: geld moet getel word. 
Punt. Dit moet net gedoen word. Maar - en hier kom die mooi vraag - Iê die waarde van (die) lewe 
in hierdie dinge wat gedoen moet word bloot omdat hulle gedoen móét word? Daarvoor 'n groot, 
duidelike NEE, uit reine bors: dit wat maaar net gedoen moet word sê bitter min oor die aard van 
die waarde. Volgens Versveld in 'n TV-program een Sondagmiddag, is die ganse heelal die 
onnodige produk van God se oneindige verbeelding. En as 'n mens die skoenlapperwêreld leer 
ken, voel dit naby aan die waarheid. Ja: wat is die nut van 'n Aloeides dan, of van 'n ster, of van 
die heelal? Oorskat ons nie die grate van 'n straatling nie - want al is dit groter as die maan, dan 
maar net omdat dit nader en "noodsaakliker" is. Sommige sal onmiddelik 'n nut of noodsaak vir 
Aloeides soek en wil sê: hul verfraai tog die aarde. "Die taak van Aloeides is om die omgewing op 
te kikker," sal sulkes reken - wat nie 'n té sleg gedagte is nie, behalwe vir daardie snaaksigheid: 
"Die taak van Aloeides ... ". (Só dringend is die nood om nut aan iets te verskaf al, vir sommige). 'n 
Geval van fools rush in boon-op, want hoekom is daar dan Poecilmitis? Hulle is tog "fraaier" as 
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Aloeides, en maak die laasgenoemde dus - volgens hierdie Onargument skoon nie-bestaande! 
Bowendien: het die Almagtige dan mense en allerhande klippies en sewejaartjies en bloutjies en 
motte gemaak omdat dit noodsaaklik was? Dus: die sterrekyker kyk sterre omdat .. en wat sal ons 
sê? Wat is die nut daarvan? Daar is aansporing (nes vir die lepidopteris) in daardie wonderbare 
hoop dat hy of sy 'n nuwe ster (spesie) sal ontdek - maar ten diepste gewoon die 
onverduidelikbare meesal wonderlik nuttelose liefde (vir skoenlappers bestudeer/sterre kyk). 'n 
Mens kan baie name daaraan gee: belangstelling in die natuur, byvoorbeeld ... maar dit is omgee, 
dit vra nie vrae nie, dit is liefde ... dit is daardie onverwoordbare DIT wat waarde is, en (die) lewe 
gee.  
 
Die wetenskap het die nuwe ontdekkings van amateurs nie so "dringend nodig" as wat hy nuwe 
tegnologie (sê maar om banknote vinniger te tel) benodig nie. Tog: daarsonder sou die wetenskap 
'n hol, gevoellose en essensieel waardelose aktiwiteit wees: iets wat "gedoen moet word omdat dit 
gedoen moet word – en daarmee basta".  
 
Kortom: raad aan die lepidopteris - as iemand jou dalkies weer (per ongeluk or aspres) vaspen 
met 'n bevraagtekenende houding oor ons stokperdjie, sê dan ewe rustig vir horn of haar dat dit 
nes sterre kyk een van die min onnodig heerlik en heilige dinge is om te doen. 
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This newsletter is compiled by Jeremy Dobson and is edited by Mark Williams, who endeavours to 
correct grammatical or taxonomic errors, while retaining the style and tone of the original article as 
submitted by the author. 
 
This magazine relies on material from you, the members of LepSoc Africa. Please forward any 
news or photographs that might be of interest to jchdobson@gmail.com. 
 
If anyone has any ideas regarding future format or content, please feel free to make suggestions. 
 
PDF’s of previous editions of African Butterfly News can be downloaded here: 
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